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‘* Abide in Me, and I in You” 
By Amos R. Wells 


Y heart lies open to thy sun 
As roses to the day; 
Thy flooding graces overrun 
Along the shining way. 
I yield my weary life to thee 
With passive lowliness, 
As empty channels to the sea 
Where eager surges press. 
As waiting wires are strangely filled 
By swift electric force ; 
As wintry, barren fields are thrilled 
From life’s triumphant source ; 
As air, and light, and heat rush in 
Where doors are open wide, 
O Saviour, to my soul of sin 
Come, enter, and abide ! 


* * * * 


And now with strengthening mercy fed, 
O thou creative Christ! 

Not all thy meat nor all thy bread 
Has happily sufficed. 

Transported by thy graciousness, 
That thou wilt dwell in me, 

My wakened powers boldly press 
Henceforth to dwell in thee ! 

For thou art more than I can know 
Within my narrow bound, 

And I to thy far heights would go, 
Thy deepest depths would sound. 

With kindling eye and fervent heart 
I leave my little home, 

In all thy deeds to have a part, 
On all thy ways to roam. 

Out on the largeness of thy mind 1 
My daring thoughts expand ; 

In thy wide reaches unconfined ’ 
I compass sea and land. 

I do not faint, I do not fear, 
On tireless wings I glide, 

And height is home, and far is near, 
When I with thee abide! 





The Privilege of Holiness 


To lose everything that is harmful, and to have 
everything that is worth while, would not be con- 
sidered by most men a hard or unattractive lot. It 
is exactly this that holiness means, J. Stuart Holden 
has said, ‘‘ Holiness is an entire separation from 
known sin and an entire separation unto the known 
will of God."" Holiness is like a soldier's enlist- 
ment. The soldier separates himself entirely from 
everything that would hinder his usefulness to his 
country; he separates himself also unto complete 
and: continuous obedience to the will of his com- 
mander, who represents his country. He abandons 
his own interests; he yields himself completely to 
his country’s interests. But holiness is better than 
this ; for if we are holy, we lose everything that 
would harm us and gain every blessing that God can 
give us. We need not be afraid of holiness on that 
basis. It is the most attractive experience possible 
to any life. And its requirements are fully met by 
Christ, In his substituted life we can know its full 
joys and freedom. 

a 


Satan’s Best Agents 


One who sins only a very little may be much 
more dangerous to others than one who sins a great 
deal. A little tolerated sin in the apostle Paul would 
have been a greater menace to the church and the 
world than was the gross sin of Judas Iscariot. The 
more nearly right we are, the more dangerous are our 
divergences from the right. A clock that is five 
minutes out of the way is a much more misleading 
time-piece than a clock that is five hours wrong. 
This fact doés not mean that gross sinners are better 
or safer citizens than those who sin less ; but it does 
mean that one who has been led out by God on toa 
high plane of life is peculiarly useful to Satan if he is 
led into seemingly trifling sin. The more steadfastly 
we live in consecrated obedience, the more disastrous, 
in poisonous effect upon others, is our yielding to any 
sin. How ceaselessly, then, should we be in the dust 
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at the foot of the cross, that we may not be used with 
deadly effect by our Lord's chief adversary. As our 
privilege increases, our peril increases. Yet where the 
peril of sin abounds, grace doth much more abound. 


x 
The Joy of God's Friendship 


Close companionship with Christ is the greatest 
joy that can come into any human life. It is a joy 
that not only outshines all else in this life, but that 
will be the glory of our life beyond. And the best 
part of it is that, because of Christ's surpassing and 
selfless love, our companionship is also a joy to him. 
What this will mean through eternity has been sung 
in the lines ; 

** He and I, in that bright glory, 
One deep joy shall share— 
Mine to be forever with him, 
iis that I am there,’’ 


How good God is to let us know this joy of his com- 
panionship in Christ now and here! It need never 
be interrupted,—never except by our own choice. 
And we shall never choose to turn away from God if 
we rest wholly in Christ as our Life. 


0 
Making Other People Thankful 


It is better to make other people thankful for what 
we are, than to condemn them for what they are. It 
seldom lifts a person up to tell him how far down he 
is. But he may be lifted up by se*ing that we live 
on a high plane ourselves. Carapbell Morgan’s coun+ 
sel to the young convert is: ‘‘You won't help thé 
work of the church by criticizing your fellow-member, 
Do your work, do it well, do it faithfully. Your full- 
orbed service will be far more likely to stimulate the 
neglectful brother than any criticism you can offer 
upon his neglect.’’ To do well ourselves, and to 
assume that others are doing well, is usually the 
sharpest and most serviceable kind of criticism we 
can make upon our fellows. Such criticism has no 
sting, but has unanswerablé force. 


~ 


Having What We Want or Wanting What We Have 


N OLD classification of the enemies of the soul 
calls them pride, anger, and desire. It is cer- 
tain that most of us look for our happiness in 

the direction of our desires. All that seems to be 
needed is that the desires should be satisfied. It 
does notoccur to us ordinarily to suspect that it is 
the number of our desires which makes much of our 
misery, and that with many of them removed we 
should find life a satisfaction and fulness. 

Many times in our lives our desires have been 
met. We have obtained the thing we wanted, and 
yet somehow it has not brought us the joy we expected 
nor made the difference we thought. We were soon 
off and away again wishing for something else, and 
had soon forgotten the very existence of the possession 
on which we had laid so much stress. It is here with 
us now among the common, unnoticed things, and we 
have bestowed upon something else the distinction of 
being the thing which will make us happy. 

A man and his wife who had long planned to get a 
certain piece of furniture which they thought would just 
put the keystone into the arch of their furnishings, 
finally secured the treasure, and it was in its place. 
It was just what they had wanted. About a week 
afterward the man was found by his wife quietly look- 
ing at the object which they had laid such stress on 
having, and she said, ‘‘ What are you thinking about 
it, George ?'’ Looking up and laughing, he replied, 
‘«Oh, nothing, except that it has not made the differ- 
ence in life that I thought it would.’’ 

But the desires are not entirely misleading. They 





may be made to bring us in all the joy and happiness 
which we need, This will result from changing théir 
direction and not letting them rest so exclusively on 
what we have not. When we begin to want what we 
have, we shall realize that this is one of the secrets of 
happiness, It is a perverted life which immediately 
ceases to'desire anything just as soon as it has it, but 
itis a familiar perversion. We think of the desires as 
mainly operative in getting something, but they have 
their function quite as much in keeping and delight- 
ing in what they have acquired, 

Having what we want is business which is some- 
times pretty serious. If we would look for some one 
who is the incarnation of misery and fretfulness let us 
look for some one who has had everything he wanted. 
To endow the unpossessed with every charm, and lose 
all interest in it when it is ours, is a state in which the 
desires have ceased to fulfil their function. 

There is a beautiful phrase in Obadiah where the 
prophet says, ‘‘ The house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions,’’ How one wishes he could do just that: 
possess his possessions without wasting or striving to 
get any more. Happiness does not consist in. secur- 
ing some prize as much as it does in prizing some- 
thing which one already has. It may be said without. 
much fear of dispute that going deeper into something 
we already have, and making more of it and seeing in 
it what we never found before, is a larger happiness 
than comes from our first-possession of it. The life 
that receives one good thing after another, but is not 
profited by them, is like a body which receives the 
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best of food, but cannot assimilate and cannot get the 
good of it. Many of us have already tasted of all the 
joys that present life has to bring, and our greatest 
hope for the future is simply that our taste shall be- 
come so much keener and finer that we shall have a 
greater relish for the things that are freely ours every 
day of life. 

Nature we have always with us, but sometimes 
through care or anxiety or grasping, or the seeking of 
elaborate pleasures, we lose all interest or joy in it. 
Yet nature contains healing for us, and sometimes a 
soul begins to notice it again, to rejoice in its calm 
and glory, and to be glad in its beauty and its peace. 
It had always been with him. He had never had to go 
after it, for it had always been there ; but it had gone 
unnoticed, and seemed as one of the things which 
could be had any time, Other things had to be 
striven for, Then it came to seem to him that it 
would take much training and discipline to appropri- 
ate what was right at hand. And to want something 
that is always here, as nature is, is a want which God 
seems pledged to satisfy and bless. We shall have to 
expand our natures in order to, receive what is already 
here, and it is a happier task to expand one’s soul 
to bring it up to the largess of God's gifts than to 
have to feel that God's gifts are scanty and hard to 
obtain. 

And then, in the matter of our human relationships, 
it is better to want what we have than to have what 
we think we want. It is the sorrow of too many lives 
that they have appreciated some one only after he was 
gone. In a recent novel one of the characters is 
speaking of another, and says, ‘‘ People like your 
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father are always fond.of some one who is dead, who 
has no longer any claim upon them ; a ‘mother or a 
sister, whom they did not take much trouble about 
when they were alive."’ The one who seems always 
ardent for new things to love, and new people, may im- 
pose upon us for a little as being of greater and more 
vivid affection than most of us, but it is only an ap- 
pearance. None of us are really equab to loving as 
we ought those who are here and at hand ; and when 
we ‘‘sigh for the touch of a vanished hand,’’ we have 
to ask ourselves, ‘‘ But what of the hand that is here?” 

Thanksgiving Day meets us with the challenging 
question as to whether our heart's gratitude is built 
upon satisfied desires. Perhaps we are prompted to 
balance the gains and losses of the year, and estimate 
what gratitude is due for the total gain. Thanksgiv- 
ing will begin to take on its real meaning when we 
learn that it_is not a matter of gain and loss, —for after 
all there need be no losses reckoned. There is more 
of God’s giving at hand than our heart's gratitude can 
possibly reach to. 

Our desires are feeble at best, and far behind what 
God has made ready for us, The training of the de- 
sires is to bring them up toward the richness of God's 
will, It is this that is part of the meaning of the say- 
ing, ‘‘ Heis able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think.’’ There comes a time when we no 
longer think of -our desires as large and courageous 
things. No more can we think of the initiative in our 
happiness as something that we can take. God takes 
it. We shall do well if for the rest of our lives we try 
to lift and raise our wishes to the height of what God 
has already given, 





When May We Trust 
Our Children to God? 


Can a mother rest quietly upon God’s promises 
when she must be separated from a child who is not 
wholly yielded to God? Or is that a situation which 
must necessarily cause some anxiety? An earnest, 
consecrated missionary who has found in Christ the 
peace and life abundant which only Christ can give 
by his own indwelling, seeks light on the question of 
her faith in regard to her daughter's welfare. Her 
problem is as follows : 

I have been very much burdened in prayer for our young 
daughter of fifteen. Although a member of the church, she 
is living very much for self, and our appeals to her seem to 
have borne no fruit. She evidently has never made a full sur- 
render of herself to the Master. It seems to me at times that 
the coming separation—when she must be left in school and 
we return to our field of labor—is more than I can bear. For 
lam so afraid to leave the young girl without parental care 
unless we know that Christ reigns supreme in her life. 

I have tried to ‘‘ pray this through,’’ and have been given 
the sweet as-urance that my prayer is heard, but still the bur- 
den comes back When ‘‘one day is as a thousand years"’ 
with him, can we expect that our petitions will be answered 
at the time we long for? I fully believe that this will be 
granted some time. And yet it must be lack of faith that 
causes the fear to trust the child to Him and go where duty 
calls. 

If you can - us any light on this in your Notes onjOpen 
Letters, I shall be very grateful. 


Does this mother’s surest hope for her child depend 
upon her child’s attitude toward God, or upon God's 
attitude toward the child? Surely it is God, and not 
human faith or surrender, that is our greatest hope. 
Would this mother be willing to say that she can 
trust in God's care for her daughter more certainly 
and completely after her daughter has yielded the mas- 
tery of her life to Christ, than she can defore this is 
done? Or is God just as dependable and trustworthy 
now as he will be later? Is it not God, rather than 
the daughter's surrender, that, after all, constitutes this 
mother’s assurance ? 

If God's love and omnipotence are our hope, then 
we can trust him just as completely at one time as we 
can at another for the life and welfare of one for whom 
he has given us stewardships. And we can do this in 
spite of the failure, at one time or another, of the one 
whom we are trustfully committing to God. It is not 
any human being’s fidelity, but God's fidelity, in 
which our faith must always stand. So this mother 
can trust God just as quietly and completely for her 
daughter unsurrendered as for her daughter surren- 
dered. Not the child's surrender, but God's faith- 
fulness, is the mother’s real hope and the child's real 
safety. 

An almost heart-broken mother once came to Dr. 
H. Clay Trumbull for help when her hope for her 
son seemed shattered. The experience is told in 


Dr. Trumbull’s book ‘‘ Our Misunderstood Bible,’’ 1 
as follows : 
‘‘A troubled Christian mother sent for me in great 


distress. Her only son had been for a time wayward 
and dissipated. She had prayed for him earnestly 
and constantly. After a while he had beef brought 
into the church and had become an active Christian 
worker. ‘This gave her joy unspeakable. But now 
he had fallen back again. He had seemingly aban- 
doned his faith, and had become a reprobate. He 
had left his home, had enlisted in the navy, and had 
sailed for the Far East. The poor mother was almost 
broken-hearted and was well-nigh in despair. 

‘«I asked that mother if she had less reason to trust 
God now than before, as she prayed for the boy of 
her love. She replied that, of course, she hadn't as 
much ground for faith now that her son seemed a 
reprobate as while he was an active Christian worker. 

‘**Is the difference in God, or in your boy?’ I 
asked. 

‘« «The difference is in my boy,’ she said, ‘and that’s 
what's troubling me.’ 

‘On whom did your faith rest, when your boy was 
doing best ?’ 

‘«* On God, of course.’ 

*«* And has God changed ?’ 

‘«« Of course not.’ 

‘«¢Then why is your faith lessened ?° 

«« « Because of my poor boy's failures.’ 

«« «Then you are looking at your boy as the ground of 
your faith, instead of at God.’ 

‘«*Do you mean to suggest,’ said the anxious 
mother, ‘that even now, while my poor boy is in his 
present state, I can look up to God and pray for my 
boy as trustfully as I prayed for him while he was 
active in Christian work? Do you mean to suggest 
that?’ 

‘« «If your faith rests on God for your God-given 
boy, you can pray to God for your boy just as confi- 
dently now as before for all that he can do for you or 
your boy. But you must look to God and not at your 
boy for hope while you pray.’ 

‘««Then I'll do. that,’ said the anxious mother. 
And she turned again to God in need and in trust. 

‘¢ Two months or so after that, that mother sent for 
me again. She had received a letter from her son 
that gladdened her heart. It was from the vessel he 
was on in the Chinese seas. It was a letter full of 
penitence and of good purposes, and of hope and 
trust. It told a touching story. 

«« About the time when the mother turned anew to 
God, anxiously but in trust, in her New England 
home—before, of course, he could have had any word 
from her about it—as he was on the deck one sunny 
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‘child as well as for himself. 


‘and for myself]: help thou mine unbelief.’ 
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afternoon in those far-off Chinese waters, a call ed 
to come to him from God summoning bim ote 
from his evil courses to his better self, and to God 
and to his old faith in God. 

‘*Overpowered by his feelings, that prodigal son 
went down into the forecastle and prostrated himself 
before God, confessing his sin, and asking for pardon 
and help to do differently. And then he wrote as a 
penitent child to his mother, asking her to pray for 
him, telling of his sorrow and of his new purpose of 
living a new life by God’s help. _ That mother gained, 
in consequence, new reason for having faith in God 
for her son as for herself. Would that every parent 
had learned that lesson as thoroughly as she learned 
it! That returning prodigal became again active in 
Christ's work ; and in that work he was engaged 
when God called him away from earth with its temp- 
tations, Such faith as that mother’s for child as well 
as for self God always enjoins and honors. 

‘«When atroubled father came to Jesus with a demon- 
possessed child and asked earnestly for help, if it 
were, indeed, possible for Jesus to give help, Jesus 
suggested that the question was not whether Jesus had 
power, but whether the father could believe for his 
‘ All things are possible 
to him that [thus] believeth.” Then that anxious 
father cried out earnestly, ‘I believe [for my child 
And the 
needed help was given (Mark 9 ; 17-25). That is 
God's way with parents who trust him for themselves 
and for his childrén."’ 

God may sometimes make it plain to us that he 
wants us to ask that a certain blessing be granted at 
a certain time; and if his Spirit thus leads us’ in 
prayer, we may confidently follow and believe. But 
very much oftener it would seem that God wishes us 
to leave times and seasons wholly with him, and to 
rest undisturbed in thé knowledge that when the time 
comes for the needed answer to be fully worked out, 
this will be done. In the meantime, how good it is 
that we may trust God just as joyously before the 
answer is revealed as after! The daughter of this 
missionary is just as lovingly and certainly safeguarded 
by God before she has been led out, through surren- 
der, into the fulness of life in Christ, as she will be 
afterward, And, with a believing, interceding mother, 
she is just as safe while that mother is doing God's 
will five thousand miles away as while she is-by her 
side. There need be no more anxiety now than after 
the full answer is seen ; but now as later, by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, the requests are 
to be made known unto God. ‘‘And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard 
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.’’ 


a 
How Right May Become Wrong 


It is not always enougn to know that a suggested 
action is in itself right; it is equally important to 
know who is behind the suggestion, and what cause 
would be served by our acting upon it. This point 
is made very clear in a letter from an Indiana Sunday- 
school worker : 


In your issue of October 5, Notes on Open Letters, the 
question is raised as to why it would have been a sin for Christ 
to yield‘ to the temptation to cast himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, when it was not a sin for Elijah to call 
down fire from heaven and by a ‘' dazzling miracle’ convince 
people that Jehovah, not Baal, was the true and living, miracle- 
working God. 

It seems to the writer that the cases are not parallel, but as 
far apart as are sin and righteousness, and that the answer is 
short and easy ; to wit, that Christ's temptation was of the 
Devil; and Christ knew it—and that was enough for him! 
Elijah was instigated by the Spirit of God to perform the 
*‘dazzling miracle’'’—and that was enough for him. Both 
were wise enough to know from whom the instigation came, 
and while the one was brave enough to refuse, the other dared 
to obey, and both were victors, and both were right. 

So the same thing may be right for one man and 
wrong for another. We need to remember this con- 
stantly. Because God has blessed one Christian 
worker in a certain course of action is no reason for 
us to assume that he will: bless us in that same course 
of action. Always and only our duty is to do the 
thing that God lays upon ws to do; and often that 
may be a very different thing from what he lays upon 
his other children to do. Satan is shrewd enough to 
seek to befog and entrap us by holding before us the 
things that other workers in the Kingdom have done 
with God's blessing, but which are not God's will for 
us. To do these things, though they are in them- 
selves right, is to serve Satan instead of God. It 
should not surprise us to be confronted with this 
temptation ; for we are plainly told that ‘‘évern Satan, 
fashioneth himself into an angel of light.” How 
close to God we must live, if we would let Him safe- 
guard us against the traps of such an adversary ! 
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“Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift.’ —Paué. 
AUL had a blessed secret in his soul. Before the 
gates of Damascus there had come to his spirit, 
dwarfed by bigotry and blighted by hate, an 
experience which was like the light of heaven shining 


through the murk of moral chaos. It was not simply 
a change of opinion nor yet a reluctant conversion 
to a new cause. For the first time he heard and saw 
the Risen Lord, revealed to him by the Holy Spirit as 
one born out of due time. 

The result of this vision was a new creation. Saul 
of Tarsus died! Paul the apostle was born. His 
entire personality, with all its opulence of intellect, 
its dominant will, its eager enthusiasm, its passion 
for righteousness, was caught up into a new relation- 
ship, and by the transforming touch of a supernatural 
recreative Spirit seemed to assume a new identity. 
The personality of Paul fused into the personality of 
Christ. Henceforth he could say: ‘It is no longer 
I that live, but Christ liveth in me."’ ‘To me 
to live is Christ."  ‘*I can do all things in him that 
strengtheneth me.’’ He had drunk deeply of the 
water of life, and henceforth there was welling up 
within his soul and flowing out through all the chan- 
nels of ‘his glorious manhood a gushing stream of 
divine love. 


ITH such an experience as the basis and support 
of his life, it is not surprising that Paul became 
the supreme herald of the Kingdom of God. 

No one has ever equaled him either in the magnitude or 
quality of his contribution to the Christian possessions. 
Counting all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord, he went forth to 
make the kingdoms of the world the kingdom of his 
Master. In journeyings oft, in stress and danger, 
bearing incredible hardships with joy, he preached 
and planted and planned, until he had pushed a line 
of churches, like the breastworks of a besieging army, 
across all frontiers of the Roman dominions. 

One of these churches was in Corinth, where, de- 
termined not to know anything among them save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified, Paul had gathered a group 
of believers and taught them to give of their sub- 
stance and of themselves to the Lord who had re- 
deemed them. While writing a beautiful word of 
commendation’ for the generous gifts purposed”and 
bestowed by: the Corinthian Christians upon their 
poor brethren in Jerusalem, the apostle suddenly 
breaks forth into thanksgiving to God for his ‘‘un- 
speakable gift.'’. His words throb with meaning. It 
is this ‘“unspeakable gift’' which lends meaning to 
all gifts of men. And it is the ravishing joy of Chris- 
tian thankfulness in view of this Gift of God which, 
like the sunrise, suffuses all life with an unspeakable 
glory. All Christian service and all Christian thanks- 
giving take their impulse and color from this central 
experience. Gratitude reaches the dignity of a sacra- 
ment in the joy that fills the soul redeemed by the 
gift of ‘*God’s dear Son.’’ - Here in the heart's 
holy of holies ‘there shines a heavenly radiance, in 
the glorious luster of which all other blessings shine 
forth as symbols of the one great Gift. : 


NDER the spell of this great experience we face 
the fact of our national Thanksgiving Day. Fol- 
lowing a time-honored custom, our Chief Magis- 

trate by solemn proclamation calls upon all classes to 
give thanks to Almighty God for the blessings with which 
he has crowned our year. _ And truly these blessings 
are many. War, famine, and pestilence, that malign 
trinity of ruin, have failed to cast their grim shadow 
‘upon our shores, A bountiful harvest has rewarded 
the husbandman. Business is good. . The laborer 
has work to do, and receives a living wage therefor. 
The vast and complex problems growing out of our 
national development are finding some measure of 
solution. Public duties are claiming the attention of 
good men and women. The strong are bearing the 
burden of the weak as never before. While there is 
much of loss and failure, on the whole the year has 
brought the nation forward a long step toward a more 
rational and humane mode of existence, For all these 
tokens of God's care we give thanks, 

But this is merely the porch of the temple. It is 
possible to join in a formal and external thanksgiving 
for. general blessings while the heart remains un- 
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Our Real Reason for Thanksgiving 


By Charles Aubrey Eaton, D 


** I have heard that he has a rich father who sup- 
plies him with everything he or his Mission needs,”’ 
was said of Hudson Taylor by one who did not 
know that he was truly describing the great mission- 
ary’s rich Father. Have you entered into the joy 
that comes when you discover your rich Father and 
the exhaustless treasures that are ready for your re- . 
ceiving? Dr. Eaton’s message calls us to rejoice 
anew with Paul in that unending Thanksgiving 
which circumstances are powerless to prevent. 








warmed by any thrill of personal gratitude toward 
God. One finds it hard to be thankful for other peo- 
ple’s mercies. And so long as we limit our thought 
to blessings which affect the outside of life, there must 
be many who will find Thanksgiving Day a mockery. 

To the Christian, every day is sanctified by the 
spirit of joyous thanksgiving. Like Paul, he has re- 
ceived from God the ‘‘ unspeakable gift.’’ In Christ 
our heavenly Father has given us all things. In Christ 
is life eternal. In him all things become new. All 
joy is glorified, all sorrow softened, by the fellowship 
of his sufferings ; all work, however commonplace, 
becomes a worship. So.long as the heart has room 
for Jesus it can find no place for fear. Nothing can 
happen to the Christian, ‘*The curse of circum- 
stance’ is lifted in the glorious certainty that ‘all 
things work together for good to them that love God.’’ 

Our real reason for thanksgiving lies in our posses- 
sion of God's unspeakable gift. The moment Jesus 
enthrones himself in the soul the universe itself is 
changed. Before, we were in the world, governed by 
its laws, committed to its destiny, bowed beneath its 
burdens. Now we have overcome the world. While 
we are still in the world, we are not of it. The world 
and its glory shall pass away. The redeemed soul 
abides forever with the Lord. The law of sin and 
death has given place to the law of life eternal. 

The coming of Christ into a human life is a greater 
event than the material achievement or political pro- 
gress of anation, Nations perish. Treasures are lost. 
But the life of God in the soul of a man cannot perish 
and cannot be lost. 


NESunday during my pastorate in Cleveland a bril- 
liant young business man spent the day gambling 
inadown-town resort, ‘Toward evening, wearied 

with the day’s excitement, he sauntered up the Avenue. 
As he came to the door of our church he was arrested 
by the music. Though born in a Catholic family, he 
had never, since childhood, been inachurch. As the 
sweet strains of a gospel hymn floated upon the evening 
air, he felt impelled to enter the church. Seating him- 
self by the door, he heard the minister announce his 
text, —the answer of the blind men to the question of 
Jesus ;: ‘‘ Lord, that we may receive our sight.”’ 

Almost instantly there came to this young man, 
saturated’ with sin, spiritually dead and blind, a won- 
derful experience. He did not know what had hap- 
pened to him. He could not keep his seat so great 
was his sudden joy. He felt light and clean and 
young. His depraved appetites seemed to fall from 
him like a garment. Afraid that he might disturb 
the meeting, he slipped out into the street, and 
through the long night he walked, half-beside himself 
with joy. 

On the morrow he started for his home in Chicago. 
As he journeyed he could not conceal his feelings from 
his fellow-passengers. The whole world was filled 
with a wonderful beauty. And the glory without was 
only a symbol of the inner peace and joy that ravished 
his soul. He told his story to a commercial traveler, 
a ‘*Gideon,’’ who knew and loved the Lord, And 
the faithful ‘‘Gideon,’’ with Bible in hand, explained 
to him that this marvelous change was the new birth, 
—the gift of eternal life through Jesus our Saviour. 

For nearly a year the young man went about his 
business rejoicing in the blessed secret that had made 
Paul so great. Then, stricken with typhoid, he came 
down to die. His sister, a devout Romanist, hastened 
to his sick-room. She saw that he was going to die, 
and at once suggested that a priest be called. He 
answered : ‘‘I do not wanta priest. I lovethe Lord. 
I have been converted.’’ She could not understand 
him, for she had not been taught the way of life 
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through simple faith in Christ. At last, despairing of 
making her understand, he cried : ‘‘ Things look dif- 
ferent when v.ewed in the light of eternity. Can 
you understand that?*’ ‘* Yes,’* she answered, ‘I 
understand that.’ 

One day he lay very still for a long time. She 
thought he was unconscious. Suddenly he opened 
his eyes, and a smile of ineffable sweetness and glory 
lighted the wan face. Reaching out his hands to a 
Presence she could not see, he cried, ‘‘ Lord, that I 
may receive my sight." And thus he went Home, 

Yes, ‘‘things look different when viewed in the 
light of eternity."’ 

** The clouds that gather round the setting sun 

Do take a sober coloring from an eye 

That hath kept watch o’er man’s mortality.’’ 
But the clouds that veil the setting sun take on an 
added splendor to the eye that hath looked upon the 
face of Jesus. In the light of eternity thanksgiving 
looks different. With Christ enshrined in the sanc- 
tuary of the soul, thanksgiving becomes an. atmos- 
phere as subtle and pervasive as the outgiving of fra- 
grance by the rose. 


HIS is the glory of the gospel. It gives anew point 
of view, a new standard of values, a new climate 
for the soul. If you know that God loves you, 

nothing else really matters, You perhaps have lost 
your fortune. You have fallen upon evil days and 
the iron has entered your soul. This is a real calam- 
ity. It would be idle to attempt to hide its grievous 
consequences by words. But it is gloriously true 
that since God hath given to us his Son he will also 
with him freely give us all things. -And, while in 
things possessed we may be poor, in what we have in 
Christ we may be rich. Soldiers receive honor when 
they have fought hard battles. And these distressing 
vicissitudes of life are the Christian’s opportunity to 
test the promises of God and win freedom for the soul. , 

It may be that this year you have lost your lovéd 
ones, The chill shadow of the déath angel has fallen 
upon your home and heart, and you are forcing your 
day’s task as best you can, with an aching conscious- 
ness that life will never be the same again, It never 
will be. Through all the weary years your heart will 
long in vain for 


** The touch of a vanished hand 
And the sound of a voice that is still,’ 

But we sorrow not as those ‘without hope. We have 
Christ, -and he is the resurrection, and the life. 
He alone has given answer to that question of ques- 
tions, ‘‘If aman die, shall he live again?'’ ‘‘He 
that liveth and believeth shall never die.’ The 
gift of life eternal through Jesus Christ removes 
the sting from death and robs the grave of victory. 
He who was dead and is alive for evermore, by that 
supreme victory has changed, for the believer, the 
realities of the dying world into phantoms without 
substance and without power. No believing soul can 
ever be holden of death in this or any other world. 
The family circle is broken ; there is an empty chair 
at the feast ; but, thanks be to God for his unspeak- 
able gift, some sweet. day by and by we shall meet 
once more in that land of endless day. 


HE real blessings are blessings of the spirit. And 
real thanksgiving is a sense of gratitude and love to 
God for his unspeakable gift of eternal life in Jesus 
Christ. This is not a beautiful dream. It is the only 
reality in the world, As in the physical universe our 
sun makes his long journey accompanied by planets 
of which he forms the center, so in the spiritual uni- 
verse the Sun of Righteousness has arisen, bringing 
with him infinite stellar systems of spiritual light. 

Let us be thankful for food and raiment, for home 
and loved ones, for all that life has brought of strength 
and peace. But let us enter into the full possession 
of our heritage. Let us thank God for his unspeak- 
able Gift, who, enshrined in the believing heart, 
gives to life a new center and a new horizon, lifts 
men into communion with the Almighty, resurrects 
the spirit, liberates all-conquering spiritual energies, 
illuminates the intelligence, imparts a powerful im- 
pulse to the conscience, creates a consciousness of 
universal brotherhood upon which society can build a 
structure worthy of mankind, and, greatest of all, en- 
thrones eternal life in the midst of time. 
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Is Christ’s Cross in Modern Social Service ? 


By Hugh R. Monro 





(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


HE SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL SPHERES.—The mis- 
sion of the church lies in the spiritual sphere, and 
concerns itself with the transformation of men's 

lives by the power of Christ, and building them up in 
Christian character. The political sphere has to do 
distinctly with physical conditions. The governing 
principle is clearly laid down by Christ in the mem- 
orable words: ‘Then render unto Cesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things 
that are God's.’ There is clearly an implication 
here that there are certain duties of .citizenship which 
belong to each individual, and these are to be dis- 
charged with the same conscientious regard for duty 
which should attach to every other department of 
Christian life. Manifestly, however, the spiritual re- 
sponsibility has the supreme and distinctive place in 
the Christian's life. ’ 

At least one of our great political parties has em- 
bodied in its platform the main proposals of social 
service, adopting the actual terms ‘‘ social measures’’ 
and ‘* social policies.’ The platforms of other parties 
embody the same provisions in greater or less degree. 
This is unquestionably the sphere in which these pro- 
posals belong, since they are mainly dependent upon 
legislative measures for realization. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SERVICE—There are 
certain fundamental assumptions of the social service 
philosophy which are questionable in the highest de- 
gree. To begin with, the idea that the lofty ideals 
contemplated by social service can be wrought out by 
a process of education and culture is not only contrary 
to Scripture teaching, but is altogether lacking in his- 
torical support. If there is one lesson of history 
which, beyond any other, should bear a significant 
message to the Christian church, .it lies in the fact 
that all true advance in civilization has been the result 
of the quickened spiritual life of individuals. The 
idea that this process can be reversed and a state of 
society brought about which will produce transformed 
men and women is delusive, and there is lack of vision 
in the failure to discern that in a republic, at least, it 
is impossible to secure laws or establish social and 
civic standards above the moral consciousness of the 
people. This obvious truth is recognized by the most 
discerning statesmen, and it has been a matter of fre- 
quent experience that the attempt to advance laws or 
social regulations beyond the prevailing moral stand- 
ards has served to produce strong reaction. 


THE PERIL OF SPIRITUAL ATROPHY. —The supreme 
problem of the Christian Church has ever been that 
of maintaining a high standard of spiritual life in its 
members, in order, among other things, to reveal 
Christ to the world. The factors which most largely 
contribute to that end are the ministry of God’s Word, 
prayer, Bible study, the family altar, subjection to 
the Holy Spirit, and an absorbing devotion to the 
will of God. It is obviously a hard task to reconcile 
the pursuit of these ideals with such activities as the 
regulation of public dances in the church or else- 
where, the emancipation of athletics, or the promo- 
tion of a higher standard of theatrical performance, 
as suggested by the Social Service Survey, or even with 
the higher but purely secular plans for social betterment. 
‘The tendency of these offices to atrophy the spiritual 
life of the church finds constant illustration, and a 
church which has lost its spiritual power is bereft of 
all the functions which distinguish it as a divine 
institution. On the other hand, the influence of a 
church in which the presence and working of God's 
Spirit is evident will powerfully react upon the life of 
the community, touching all its social, political, 
philanthropic, commercial, and other interests. 

The history of Greece and Rome is not without its 
significance in this connection. The fact that during 
those early centuries various leaders appeared with 
* ambitious plans for political and social reform is well 
known to the reader of history. The missing element, 
however, in each case was the moral or spiritual 
dynamic, 

On the other hand, the apostles and early Chris- 
tians, following the terms of the Great Commission 
and laboring along distinctly evangelistic and spiritual 
lines, set in motion influences which wrought a moral 


It is a startling thing to be told that a great modern 
movement which appeals to the higher instincts of 
men and women, and which looks to the making 
of this world a better place to live in, is one of the 
greatest perils that is confronting the church and 
the world to-day. Yet this is the message of Mr. 
- Monro’s discussion of modern Sccial Service and 
its program. The peril lies in the fact that Social 
Service as a sufficient movement for the uplift of 
humanity is a proffered substitute for the gospel. 
_ It attempts a short cut to that social regeneration 
which can never come to pass save as the result of 
the individual regeneration of men and women by 
the saving blood of Jesus Christ. 





revolution, shook the Roman Empire to its founda- 
tions, and gave new direction to history and civiliza- 
tion. Notwithstanding later periods of spiritual 
declension through the neglect of the Bible and the 
spiritual weapons of the church, there has been 
nevertheless a breaking forth of light at intervals, 
and in each instance the revival of religious faith is 
the inspiring cause. The great awakenings under 
Martin Luther and John Wesley were almost world- 
wide in their effect, and profoundly and permanently 
influenced the political and social as well as the re- 
ligious life of Europe. The late W. T. Stead pointed 
out that in the nine hundred years of English history 
there had been a revival of religion at intervals of a 
century, and that evéry pronounced step in the politi- 
cal and moral advancement of the English people 
had been preceded by a revival of Christian faith. It 
is a fundamental tact of political psychology that high 
ideals can only be translated into laws when backed 
by the force of a strong moral sentiment. The moral 
dynamic is the indispensable factor in all political 
achievement. Before a social revolution can occur 
there must be a revolution in the hearts and lives of 
individual men. 

But how is the revolution to be wrought? This is 
the significant omission of the pregram of Social 
Service. The idea that such a result will accompany 
the mere dissemination of social intelligence is vain. 
It is strange that at a time when certain social workers 
who profess no Christian faith are confessing dis- 
couragement with the paucity of results from their 
efforts, the Christian church is being importuned to 
give this phase of endeavor a predominant place. 
And this with the miracles of social transformation 
wrought through Christian. missions abroad, and the 
Salvation Army, and other evangelistic agencies at 
home, plainly in view. 


Dors ENVIRONMENT MAKE CHARACTER ?—A 
further assumption which fails to bear close scrutiny 
is that character is in any large sense the product of 
environment, It is true, the prevalance of certain 
social standards will tend to greater outward respecta- 
bility, and our modern social structure rests in a con- 
siderable measure on this shallow foundation. There 
is abundant evidence, however, that men of the most 
depraved natures are found in the best environment, 
while multitudes who bear the very savor of Christ's 
presence live and serve amid the powers of darkness. 
The difference between mere reputation or social 
standing, and character, is fundamental, and men 
and women having but the thin veneer of an outward 
respectability can make small contribution to the 
uplift of society, while their very sense of self-com- 
placency may lead them to ignore the gospel and go 
into eternity self-deceived—lost ! 


Wuart Is Society's Hope ?—It is undeniable that 
as one looks out upon the present state of society 
there is much to discourage and depress. We are 
confronted with political corruption, with social in- 
justice, with gross evils in our commercial system, 
with grave wrongs against childhood, against woman- 
hood, against the weak, the defenseless, and the 
poor; with great social unrest, which often takes on 
the most sinister and forbidding aspect. All these 
facts must be fully recognized and taken into account, 
and it would be at once disloyal and criminal for a 
disciple of Christ to betray indifference to them. Let 


us be sure, however, that the cure, and the only 
cure, for all these maladies is the gospel of Christ. 
This has been the faith of ages, and at whatever point 
one begins to trace the influences which have made 
for human progress and moral advancement, the spir- 
itual factor becomes predominant. 

. There are to-day, as there have been in the past, 
many earnest, high-minded men and women who 
seem to overlook the spiritual factor entirely, and yet 
are devoting much unselfish labor to humanitarian 
objects. This is the perfectly natural outcome of 
their mental attitude, and the Christian may well show 
whole-hearted sympathy with their efforts. Such 
service becomes to them a kind of religious faith ; 
and there is a touch of pathos in the thought that they 
owe their very altruism to the presence of Christ in 
the world, and thus bear unconscious testimony to the 
world’s debt to him. But the fact that there are so 
many adherents of the social gospel of this type affords 
but another reason why the Christian disciple should 
devote himself the more exclusively to the spiritual 
ideal with its infinitely greater power to uplift, to sanc- 
tify and bless, - 

It is well to be reminded here that the popular im- 
pression that spiritual enterprises enlist large support 
in comparison with the social movement is utterly 
mistaken. The fact is, the modern uplift movement 
in its various expressions, political, social, and phil- 
anthropic, enlists a measure of support in men and 
means which dwarfs into insignificance that given to 


the’ spiritual mission of the church, The number of 


Christians in the churches of America who are de- 
voted to the spiritual ideal is also comparatively 
small, in contrast with the number both within and 
without the church who actively support the social 
propaganda. 


THE Cross ABOVE ALL.—The most’ serious objec- 
tion to the social service program remains. It is its 
failure to give the Cross of Christ the predominant 
place. One searches the literature of this movement 
almost in vain for any reference to Christ’s atoning 
work, unless in some indirect or symbolical sense. 
The same is true of the public addresses of the leaders 
inthe movement. The omission is significant enough, 
but one almost detects a kind of hostility to the old 
doctrines of the Cross in the oft-repeated allusion to 
the inadequacy of the pulpit testimony of the past. 

The prayerfully attentive reader of the New Testa- 
ment must be increasingly impressed with the supreme 
and overshadowing place which inspiration has given 
to this doctrine. It lies at the heart of Christian 
truth. It is the central and organizing principle 
which gives significance to the whole body of spiritual 
teaching which the Bible contains. And what of a 
church, a gospel, a Christian life, without the Cross ? 
Tear out the Cross from the Gospels, and there re- 
main the mere outlines of a system of ethics. Remove 
it from the Acts, and one is compelled to share the 
opinion of pagan Rome that those early Christians 
were the victims of a strange outbreak of superstition. 
Take it fiom the Epistles, and they read like idle 
tales. ‘*The word of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness ; du¢ unto us who are saved it is 
the power of God.”’ 

There has always been a fundamental incompati- 
bility between this doctrine of the Cross and the com- 
monly understood social or humanitarian program of 
effort. The Cross must fill the whole horizon or it is 
nothing. Paul said, ‘‘1 determined not to know any- 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied.’’ The doctrine is obnoxious to the natural man; 
it has no appeal to the cultured of this world; it carries 
with it reproach,—it is an offense. But its glory is in 
the fact that it has a message of immeasurable hope for 
the sinner. The gospel which tells of a Saviour who 
died on behalf of the ungodly, and is now risen at 
God's right hand, remains the transcendent, incom- 
parable solvent for sin and sorrow ; and there is infi- 
nitely greater need that men should be brought to 
realize their sinfulness and need of its saving power 
than that they should be advanced in physical ,com- 
fort and social respectability without it. In a/social 
millennium it is to be feared that the church would 
prove either an excresence or a mere social club. 

It is true that methods of Christian work require a 
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certain adaptation to new conditions from time to 
time. The first-century Christians, for example, wor- 
shiped chiefly in the homes of believers, using a frag- 
ment of manuscript or a copy of an. apostolic letter, 
_while we have houses of worship and a printed Bible. 
But. let it be remembered that while methods may 
change in some degree, the underlying principles of 
Christianity are eternal, and the Cross must remain the 
central fact and corner-stone of the edifice of faith. © 

A man redeemed from sin by the power of the 
Cross of Christ at once becomes a. factor for social 
progress.. In the liberty of the gospel even the bur- 
dens of poverty and social inequality are largely lost 
sight of, and scores of redeemed men in our great 
cities and elsewhere are living radiantly happy and 
useful lives amid the very scenes of their former deg- 
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radation, at the same time reaching out for their fel- 
lows in the power of Jesus Christ. These are the 
chiefest of social results. 

In the day when the Cross of Christ regains its 
divine place in the preaching of our pulpits, when the 
quickening power of the Spirit of God so moves upon 
the great body of church-members that they are sent 
forth with burning zeal to proclaim Christ in Sunday- 
schools, in missions, on the streets, and to their fel- 
lows, when personal evangelism becomes the watch- 
word of Christ’s disciples and the Cross their message, 
—then will the longed-for day of quickening come. 
Looking both to the welfare of the church and the 
uplift of society, this is the one measure of superlative 
promise. 

New York Crry. 





Amidst the Snows of Hermon 


A_Transfiguration Vision * aaa * 


By a Dreamer 





As Jesus touched the lowest depths of his human suffering when the Father’s face was hidden 
from him on the cross, so he touched the highest reach of his earthly glory when that other world 
opened and he received the seal of the Father’s favor on the Transfiguration Mount. Our human 
nature would tell us that we must needs share this first experience, but that the glory experience 


is not for us. 


But the Spirit reveals that the blackness of the hiding of the Father's face we need 


never know. And this trariscendent vision of the Dreamer invites us again to the glory of the 


truth that the transfiguration experience we may share. 


There is for us too a path, the same path 


that Jesus took, to the place where we may hear the Father’s voice, and reflect the radiance of 
that unseen Kingdom. 


T IS twilight at Carmelheim, where the mountain 
meets the sea. Are ‘‘visions of the night’’ the 
prerogative only of the old prophets ? and do they 

only come in sleep? I have had strange thoughts 
here, and you shall decide whether or not it was a 
vision of the night. 

From almost directly under this balcony the pre- 
cipitous headland of Carmel falls away sheer one 
thousand feet to the little city of Haifa, whose lights 
‘are twinkling there in the growing darkness among the 
groves of olives on one side of the beach and the 
groves of masts on the other. Beyond is the sea 
itself, whose bright blue has deepened at last into the 
purple of the night, except where the sheen of the 
moonlight silvers the water. The Plain of Esdraelon 
stretches like a deep green paradise to the east, and 
beyond it the wooded hills of Galilee roll away to the 
north, wave after wave, like the billows of the sea. 
And there beyond all and above all, gleaming like 
the night radiance of the celestial city, is the white, 
glorious snow-crown of Hermon. This is it that has 
given the ‘‘ vision of the night,’’ a vision of trapsfig- 
uration glory. Whatever may be the meaning of the 
transfiguration in the experience of a holy life, as we 
shall presently discover it, note now that the way by 
which Christ came into that experience is open fo you 
and me: ‘‘As he was praying, the fashion of his 
countenance was altered.”’ 

Three times I have seen the wonders of Semnsent in 
its glory ; three times it has revealed to me, by the 
illustrations of nature’s wondrous picture gallery, the 
meaning of transfiguration glory in the possibilities of 
the prayer life. My first vision of the glories of Her- 
mon was from far north in the Anti-Lebanon range. 
It was early twilight at Zebedani, by its fountain and 
its babbling brook and among its rich orchards of 
quinces and apples. We-.had been wakened long 
before day to eat our breakfast by lamplight. The 
tents were struck. The pack-animals clattered away 
with their burden of pots and pans, tent-poles and 
bedding, and we mounted our sure-footed Syrian 
ponies, and blindly followed down the mountain path 
in the darkness, between the high ridge on the right 
and the high ridge on the left. The early morning 
air was sharp and frosty. Perhaps some little spears 
of ice ran out here and there into the bright waters 
from the fountain on their way down to join the 
Barada. 


S WE rode on we became conscious of a light from 
above, as though some mirror in the heaven was 
catching the light of a distant star and reflecting 

it down upon us. It was exactly so. The clear opal 
atmosphere of the Orient was reflecting upon us the 
radiance of the coming sunrise. Beyond the moun- 
tain on our left, beyond the gardens and palaces of 
Damascus, far away on the eastern desert, somewhere 
the first glow of the dawn had come and heaven above 
gave itdown to us. We went on and the way grew 


lighter, as the light in our heavenly mirror grew 
brighter, and we knew the day was soon to break. 
Directly in front arose the dark brown slopes of Her- 
mon, forbidding, ‘cold, concealing in its depths abysses 
of gloom. At last, somewhere away to the east the 
edge of the sun arose above the desert, and the sum- 
mit of Hermon kindled into glory. The great white 
snow-crown of the mountain caught the first beams 
and flung back the fire and the gold and the white 
light as if the celestial city itself had opened its portals 
and the heavenly choirs had thronged forth in their 
white robes and with their golden crowns and golden 
harps, and glory itself had blazed forth. It was the 
transfiguration of the morning. 


ERE is an illustration of one meaning of transfigu- 
fation glory, the transfiguration at the morning of 

a new life. Collier's tells the story of Dr. Charles 

L. Goodell, that he was once preaching toa great audi- 
ence in his own church at home, preaching in. that 
quiet, incisive, earnest, and pérsuasive way of the 
great pastor evangelist, when every one was startled 
at the outburst of a harsh, fierce voice breaking into 
the discourse. A man had risen near the center of 
the house and was fiercely calling out to the preacher: 

««Say, mister, I am just out Of state’s prison. I ama 
bad man. I did everything they had against me, and 
a good many things they never found out. I have 
been listening to you telling this story about a Saviour 
that saves bad people, saves them ! makes decent, 
good, clean people out of them. Now I want to 
know, can he save me? Is this true that you lave 
been telling us, or is it only talk ?’’ 

The'silence of death fell upon the audience. The 
preacher looked at the man and decided that he was 
not a drunken man, not a lunatic, not a crank, but a 
man desperately in earnest. He said quietly to him : 

‘*I have told you the truth. This is a real gospel. 
The Saviour of whom I have spoken can save a bad 
man. He can saveyou. I will make this proposition 
to you. If you follow the directions given to those 
who would come to Christ and he does not save you, 
I will never again go into this pulpit to preach.’’ 

The man accepted the proposition at once, and the 
two knelt at the altar. Dr. Goodell told him the way 
of life, and earnestly prayed for him, and told him 
that those who would be saved must confess their sins 
and ask to be forgiven, and said, ‘‘ Now you pray !"’ 
The man prayed. Then the preacher dismissed the 
congregation and the man and sent them all away. 
The next evening the time came and the audience, 
and the preacher, but not the bad man. The con- 
gregation sang and the preacher waited at the foot of 
the pulpit stairs. Would he come? 

Again they sang, and then a noise was heard in the 
vestibule, and the man rushed in, breathless and 
dripping perspiration, and shouted, ‘‘The car broke 
down, but you go ahead and preach.'’ The'man had 
found that the gospel was true. And it had been ‘‘as 
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he was praying '’ that the transfiguration of the morn- 
ing, the glorious dawn of the tight of a new life, had 
come. We call this’ conversion. 

And Dr. Goodell rode with me that morning at 
the transfiguration of the mountain twenty years ago, 


NOTHER time I saw the giories of Hermon. Our 
tents were pitched by one of the great fountains of 
the Jordan, the fountain at Banias, where a river is 

born in a moment and runs full-grown on its gambol- 
ing way like a very vigorous life down, down, down the 
valley to the end where it falls into the ‘‘tomb of 
waters."’ We were under the very foot of the moun- 
tain. We had but just come down over its shoulder. 
Its wooded slopes stretched above us now, higher and 
higher, until lost in the edge of the snow-line. It 
was evening. The sun sank behind the Galilean hills 
and the shadows crept up the mountainside, and 
gloom deepened in the valley darker and darker, until 
the sunset glow had faded and night reigned in the 
valley and far up the mountainside. But there above, 
gleaming in the distance, was again the snow-crown 
of Hermon, flashing back its glory to the sun far 
away on the western sea. Ad gloom below, and all 
light above. In imagination one could see Jesus and 
the chosen three ascending the mountain at eventide 
just like this. They passed beyond the gloom and 
into the glory, and ‘‘as he was praying, the fashion of 
his countenance was altered,’’ ‘‘ and his garments be- 
came glistering, exceeding white, so'as no fuller on earth 
can whiten them.’’ Albwas then glory, transfiguration 
glory, above. But down here below was the darkness 
of night and the greater darkness of sin and suffering 
and failure : a wretched boy possessed of a devil, an 
agonized father who could do nothing with the boy 
and get nothing done for him, and the humiliated 
disciples who, like a good many other people when 
an opportunity comes, were not in such a state of de- 
votional preparation as to respond, but needed “‘ prayer 
and fasting’’ to get into good condition. 

Here is another illustration of the meaning of trans- 
figuration glory, the transfiguration of life. Life lived 
high up with Christ is in the light, \ife livéd down 
low without Christ is in the gloom. This was the 
great and masterful conception of the -artist Raphael 
in the painting of the transfiguration. Now this 
startling contrast all came about ‘‘as he was praying"’ 
up there and as they lacked ‘« prayer’’ down below. 
Here is the secret of a Christian’s happy life. With 
all its abounding blessings, this is yet a dark world. 
Who is the one who cannot stand up and say with 
Jeremiah, ‘‘I any the man that hati seen affliction'"? 
What a pestilential brood of dreadful troubles of sin 
and sorrow and disappointment are hidden away . 
secretly in hearts, behind faces that have-been taught 
to smile and lips forced to speak light words! Oh, ye 
troubled souls, confess to yourselves if ye will not 
confess to the world. How shall such life be trans- 
formed? How shall the gloom be lighted up? How 
shall a ‘‘man born to trouble”’ live in the joy of light? 
Lived up with Christ, life will be lived in the light. 
Because the disciples lacked ‘‘ prayer’’ they were in 
the darkness. The record of a blessed life is always 
this,—that ‘‘as -he was praying’’ his life was trans- 
figured, and he lived in the light with Christ, . It is 
the heart ever looking up into his face that ever sees 
this light. This is the transfiguration of life. Theo- 
logians call it sanctification. 


ND now once again here this Sabbath evening at 

Carmelheim I have seen the glory of Hermon. 

The city, the plain, the Galilean hills and the sea 

lie in darkness. Night has enveloped the world for us. 

The sunset after-glories disappear, and every radiance 

around us fades away. Now but one glory remains. 

Still there, far in the north, out of the gloom of the 

distance and the night, is the glory of the transfigured 

mountain giving back a radiance caught from a dis- 
tant and unseen world. 

This is transfiguration at the sunset of life. The 
joys of this life slip out of our hands, and the radi- 
ances of life fade away before our very eyes, and we 
have no power to prevent these disappointments. - The 
delights of childhood fill the hearts of the little ones 
with a gladness which in its simplicity and its purity 
is never again equaled in this world. But this glad- 
ness passes away despite us, and is gone forever. 
Unless some power would ‘‘ make me a child. again 
just for to-night,’ those joys can never more be. tasted. 
If I seek them, I find but their dead, cold bodies. 
Their brightness and joy have hidden from me for- 
evermore. The child becomes a youth, and the én- 
thusiasm and the romance of youth-time surround all 
life with a halo. The lost joys of childhood are not 
regretted now, for these are richer, better. But youth 
too passes away, and the halo fades and can never be 
made to glow again. How pitiably puerile are the 
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efforts one sometimes sees to furbish up the halo of 
youth and make it grace the brow of manhood and 
womanhood with even more ludicrous effect than the 
tinsel halo of the play actor. Another radiance has 
faded forever from the life. 

_ Then youth grows into full-rounded life, and steps 
out into the sunlight of the glory of opportunity and 
growth and achievement. All the light of life until 
now was but little compared with the glory of the 
earnestness and the hope and the love of men and 
women, ‘‘Childish things'’ are all put away. The 
‘*image of God*’ has now come to the full in human 
life. The light of life is at its greatest. If it were 
not for the defacement which sin has made, this would 
be glory. But this noonday of life passes also, and the 
sun sinks toward the setting. Interest in even these 
great things of life wanes, ambition subsides, and once 
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again the light of life fades away. Sunset comes as it 
has come here at Carmelheim this quiet Sabbath even- 
ing, comes at the close of the sabbath rest of old age ; 
the twilight falls, and the shades of the night of death 

settle down. The few friends who have not gone be- 

fore press close about, but they also are at last beyond, 
our reach, and thus the last light of this life fades. 

But it is not dark. There remains one glory that sur- 
vives all the gloom,—the glory of the transfiguration 

mount. As he prays, the fashion of his countenance 
is changed, and his garments become white and glis- 
tering, so as no fuller on earth can white them. This 
is glory. 

In the ‘‘ visions of the night’’ we have seen the 
meaning of the transfiguration, the possibilities of the 
prayer life. Of every change toward glory that comes 
in a life it may be said that it was ‘‘as he prayed.”’ 


——— 
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True Stories of Soul -Winning 


How present-day disciples have loved and prayed others into the Kingdom 





Instead of Rebuking 


YOUNG Mr. H—— in my congregation had 
grown indifferent to the work of the church, 
and had made friends and associates who were 

quite worldly. He would attend the meetings occa- 
sionally without showing any signs of loyalty to the 
church and its effort to win souls. I sought a per- 
sonal interview with him and admonished him to 
break with his worldly friends, and to come out clear 
cut for Christ and his work. 

Mr. H seemed utterly unmoved and quite in- 

different. His attitude grieved me as pastor greatly. 
After the passing of some weeks I could see no change 
in him for the better. It then occurred to,me to try 
a different course, I learned that Mr. H had 
been working faithfully for the support of his invalid 
mother. I called at his home and asked to see him 
personally. He came to the door, evidently expect- 
ing another rebuke from his pastor, but I took him 
by the hand warmly and looked him in the face, and 
said : : 
‘¢] just stopped a minute to thank you for what 
you are doing for your mother. I wanted you to 
know that I appreciate very much such noble work. 
Good.-by.’’ 

I was gone in a moment, before he had any oppor- 
tunity to make an extended reply. Within two weeks 
thereafter Mr. H confessed to the church his in- 
difference and waywardness, and requested prayers 
that he might be a factor in winning others to Jesus 
Christ. He has ever since been faithful to, and 
earnest for, his Master. The word of praise put him 
on the right way again. —S. S. Hough, D.D. 











«% 
The Physician Calls as a Friend 


ATE one evening I was called to see profession- 
ally aman who had been drinking, He was 
then in a violent and destructive rage, and his 

wife in fear had fled the house, taking refuge with a 
neighbor. The man, after a hard struggle, was over- 
powered and his arms pinioned, This man, whom I 
knew slightly, was head engineer at the government 
lock, a most capable man, intelligent, and of kindly 
disposition, He was under the power of drink, and 
his periodical sprees were becoming more and more 
frequent, so frequent that he was about to lose his 
position. When intoxicated he was very disagree- 


able, especially to his family, who talked of leaving | 


him. 

The next morning, when I called, he was sleeping. 
Not wishing to disturb him, I arranged to see him the 
following day. When I entered he was sitting de- 
jectedly at the window. He seemed very discouraged 
over what had occurred, I assured him that I had 
not come professionally, but as a friend ; that he had 
been in a bad way shortly before, and things were 
going to be worse unless there was a change soon. 
I told him that as a friend I wanted to teil him of an 
™ experience I had had during the past year with Christ, 
and share it with him. 

I told him he would lose his soul as well as his 
occupation unless he quit his drinking, that he could 
never break the habit in his own strength. I ex- 
plained to -him how Christ could meet his every need. 
We talked some time, and he seemingly was much 


interested and moved. At length I proposed that we 
have prayer together and he consented. We knelt 
by the bed and he broke down and wept, calling on 
God to forgive him, and accepting Christ as his 
Saviour, He seemed deeply penitent. 

He drank more or less for perhaps two weeks and 
then ceased. He has, I. understand, completely 
abandoned it, and will probably soon unite with the 
church. His family think the taste for drink is gone. 
He is a man of about fifty years, and his family 
probably will not be of much assistance to him in the 
Christian life. I hold him every day before God 
in prayer that he may be surrounded by the most 
helpful agents for carrying out God's purpose with 
him. There should_be some agency, I think, in the 
churches for following up and nursing such cases, 
—A Physician. 

te 


Trusting the Ex-Convict 


HEN I turned partly away from bees, and began 
studying the Holy Scriptures, I was something 
like the man whose ‘‘delight is in the law of 

the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate both day 
and night.’’ Now please, friends, do not think I am 
boasting, for God knows I am only telling you this 
story just as I would try to help you about raising 
mulberries and chickens. You know how much I am 
still given ta hobbies ;.and when I first began testing 
‘*the promises of God,’’ is it anything strange that I 
should become not only enthusiastic, but even what 
the world might consider reckless ? 

In my enthusiasm I went into our county jail, read 
the Bible, and prayed with a poor soul who was on 
his way to the penitentiary; and when he was honestly 
converted, as I had faith to believe he was, I was per- 
mitted to take him out of jail and set him to work. I 
was a jeweler at that time ; and when one of the 
¢lerks who slept in the store was sick or called away I 
asked my new-found friend to take his place and keep 
watch of the valuable goods. He assented, but rather 
soberly, I thought ; but in the evening, after I had 
closed up and was getting ready to go home, he came 
up and stood by the show-case. Pretty soon he began 
drumming on the glass, and finally commenced some- 
what as follows : 

‘*Mr. Root, do all these watches and things stay 
right here in this show-case over night ?’’ 

At that time safes were not so much in vogue as 
they are now, and I had little money to buy one, even 
if they were. After a little he commenced again : 

‘*T suppose some of these watches are worth thirty 
or forty dollars, are they not ?’’ 

‘*Yes, Fred, more-than that. You are not afraid 
of so much responsibility, are you ?"’ 

‘*Mr. Root, do you realize what you are doing? 
You have, in your wonderful kindness of heart, taken 
me out of the jail; and now you propose to put me, 
a hardened sinner and thief, in charge of all this 
valuable property. Just a few weeks ago I would 
have jumped at the chance to take everything here 
and go off in the night where you could never find 
me.”" 

Then he broke down and cried—cried as I have 
never before nor since seen a strong man cry ; and, 
dear friends, I am crying now, so I.can hardly see the 
letters on the typewriter, as memory brings back again 
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par scene. After he had calmed down a little, I 
said : 

‘* Fred, you are not afraid your old temptations will 
come back when you are here alone in the night-time, 
are you?’’ b 

He replied through his tears, ‘‘ No, Mr. Root, no! 
God bless you, no. I am only too glad of the chance 
to show you that I will give my last drop of blood to 
protect you, or yours,"’ 

And he kept his promise until the day of his death. 





—A. I. Root, Reprinted from ‘Gleanings in Bee 
Culture," 
: 5 
What Won the Big Brother 
ILL A is now a well-known leader in Sun- 


day-school and evangelistic work. He came 

into the joy of possessing Christ when still a 
young man, working in a printer's shop. One of his 
great desires in the new life was the conversion of his 
older brother, who worked in the same shop. It was 
a glad moment when his brother, who had never 
evinced any ipterest in religion, one day came into 
his room and asked for his Bible. For days the 
Book was studied, and Will's heart beat high with 
hope. 

But within a short time the big brother left town 
for a pleasure-resort,—as he afterward told, to cover 
up disturbing thoughts as to his relation to God. For 
the more he read that Book, the more uncomfortable 
he had become. And he could not stop reading the 
Book. But in the. loneliness of his spirit in the 
pleasure-seeking place the uncomfortable convictions 
only increased, till they could not be smothered any 
longer. Within a week he returned to town, a sur- 
rendered man. He united with the church—but not 
with the church of his brother Will. 

The young brother’s joy in his hero’s conver- 
sion—for he was a hero to him—was mixed with 
a little regret because he believed he had missed 
the privilege of being the human agent in his 
brother's salvation. It was some time after that a 
friend, who knew the brother in his old life, was 
visiting him. 

«« What ever made you turn around so suddenly and 
take this step ?’’ was one of the questions the friend 
was asking. Will was passing his brother's door and 
heard the question. He waited to hear the answer. 
This is what he heard : 

‘*Well, I'll tell you. That kid brother of mine 
got religion, And he went around that shop every 
day, from morning to night, bubbling over with happi- 
ness. He whistled with joy on the smallest .provoca- 
tion. I began to see that he had something on me. 
Every night he spent a long time in his room reading 
his Bible, and I finally decided I'd have to find his 
secret, and that I would probably find it there. And 
I did.”’ 

Again the gladness of a joy-filled and thanks-giving 
Christian was the way for God’s grace into an unbe- 
lieving heart, 

os 


When Another Chance Was Given 


N a strange city I was asked to ‘‘ make a little 
talk’’ at the.close of a Sunday-school service. I 
suggested a motto for the school: ‘‘ Every Mem- 

ber a Christian.’’ I talked for a little while on the 
teacher’s part in bringing this about. 

Three weeks later I was in the city, and attended 
the regular merning service at that particular church. 
After the benediction a teacher came to me, her face 
all aglow, and said : «‘ Did you notice that seven girls 
joined the church this morning? They were my Sun- 
day-school scholars. I just wanted to thank you for 
your talk the other Sunday.’’ She went on: 

‘*T have had seven girls in my class for over two 
years. They have made the best average record in 
attendance and all that of any class, We were proud 
of our record. But your talk put me to thinking. I 
went home and commenced praying. I never felt so 
mean in all my life. I really did not know whether 
any of them were Christians or not. The more I 
prayed the meaner I felt. On Monday I wrote to 
each one of them. I could not think about anything 
else all the week. I just begged the Lord to spare 
their lives and give me another chance. He did. 
When we got into our class-room the next Sunday I 
asked how many were Christians. None. How many 
wanted to be. All) We got down on our knees and 
went to praying. Oh, I can't tell you all about it, 
but before we left the room all seven of the girls were 
converted. I’m so happy.’’—7Zkhe Rev. R. S. Satter- 
field, Cordell, Okla. 
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‘The Surprise at the End of a Walk About Zion 
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For centuries it seemed that the Bible located Zion, the city of David, on the wrong hill at 
Jerusalem. ee Lees noe wane ene wentenay Tae sebeas the Srokion 





OW somebody will be saying, «This is that old 


question of the walls. I never could understand | 


"it; and there is nothing in it anyway." Vol- 


umes and volumes have been written on this question 


that not many people could understand, though not 
wholly. the fault of the volumes, But many of them 
are so full of technicalities and involve such an inti- 
mate knowledge of classic writers and ancient maps 
and ‘diagrams*’and plans, and such perfect familiarity 
with the topography of the city to-day and the history 
of its misfortunes for three thousand years, that none 
but those who have given years of careful study to the 
literature of the subject, and have carefully examined 
conditions on the ground, can possibly understand 
them. I will not lead you into that wilderness. I will 
not even attempt to trace the long course of discovery. 
I will try to put life into what is to many-a very dead 
subject by the simiple expedient of asking. you to 
«walk about Zion”’ with me in such simple’ fashion 
that you may see for yourselves, with the alluring 
promise of a delightful surprise at the end of our walk. 

Some will not care to go. They will think the ques- 
tion is really settled long ago, and the dictionaries and 
encyclopedias full of excellent maps and diagrams. 
They certainly are full, but the excellence is often 
another matter. .Maps of ancient Jerusalem are not 
biblical. . The old Hebrew manuscripts were not illus- 
trated; . The ‘nearest approach to ar ancient map is 
the mosaic.map at Medeba: But it is from the fifth 
century, is very inexact for Jerusalem, and only repre- 
sents the whole land in a grotesque and half symboli- 
cal way. 


How Stone Walls Upset Unbiblical Views 

Did somebody say Josephus? Well, yes, Josephus 

” certainly knew what the city looked like in his 
day, and it is really hard to believe that both Jo- 
sephus and the people of the city could have been 
mistaken about the ancient names of the city, and have 
put such important ones as Zion and the Jebusite fort- 
ress on the wrong hills. - But the fact remains that it is 
exceedingly difficult to harmonize the representations 
of Josephus with those of the Bible. There has been 
in recent years among archeologists a complete revo- 
‘lution in opinion concerning the topography of the 
ancient city. Indeed, a very few had long anticipated 
this revolution. To clear the atmosphere, note at the 
outset that the old views were not biblical. Note, 
also, that the change in opinion has not come_about 
by speculation and much learned discussion of bibli- 
cal and classical references to the city, but by exami- 
nation of the walls, by literal obedience to the com- 
mand, ‘*walk about Zion.’’ To settle for ourselves 
the question of the walls, the first thing to do is to 
find the walls, then afterward make our maps and 
describe the topography of the ancient city. 

So, then, to our ‘‘walk about Zion."’ It is the 13th 
of April, 1912, that we are ushered into the hospitable 
quarters of the Bishop Gobat School, on the hill of 
modern Zion. It«stands at the’ point where the hill 
hangs over the western valley, opposite the bridge that 
carries the road across toward Bethlehem. Within 
the building itself we are first shown the original clue 
to the great wall of Jerusalem, found by the Rev. Mr. 
Maudsley. Look at this great wall of stone. The 
solid rock has been cut and trimmed away until it 
presents a perpendicular wall, an impregnable de- 
fense. A wall may have been built at the top, or it 
may not, but wherever such a rock-face as this is 
available we shall find it utilized all the way along, 
In itself this rock-scarp was a great ‘‘wall."’ In the 
garden belonging to the school the continuation of 
this rock-wall may be seen in one place for forty feet. 
Now take a look down into this cistern near the end 
of the wall in the garden, just where it reaches the 
fence of the cemetery. It ‘contains water for the 
shrubbery. It is hard to realize that from the time of 
the old wall this cistern has been in constant’ use, and 
that this stairway by which we climb up from the 
cistern to the little guard tower on the wall is the 
same that was used. by the ancient Hebrew soldiers. 
And those two bath-tubs in the thickness of the*walls, 
—they give some unexpected suggestions concerning 
the consideration felt for the comfort of soldiers even 
in that day. The carrying of bath-tubs in the Cuban 

campaign was not such a modern innovation, after all. 


In Zion, the City of David, centered the most sig- 
nificant kingdom of earth's history, and about 
these same hills will center the future consumma- 
tion of the world’s history. The location of Zion 
has a bearing on the understanding of the tremen- 
dous history and prophecy that set Jerusalem above 
' alll Cities of the earth. What the old maps have 
shown and what has been universally believed, till 
within a few years ago, about the location of Mount 
Zion, is not borne out by the Bible. How it came 
that an apparently settied-fact of history was over- 
turned, those who take this walk with Dr. Kyle will 
see. And they will find new reasons for the rapt 
outbursts of Israel’s prophets and. apostles when 
they contemplate the City of the Great King. 








At this point we enter the footsteps of the great ex- 


plorers, Bliss and Dickey, who by their excavations, 


followed the wall, We will follow them. to the solu- 
tion of our problem. At once begin many indica- 
tions of a great ancient city, some of them too com- 
plex to be now fully understood. The course of the 
wall, however, is perfectly plain. The tunnels of the 
excavators are still open.. Come in. We pass along 
the wall, stooping and half-fearful of a cave-in, and 
examine it for some twenty yards, We put our hands 
upon the wall ; are aimost crushed against it. This 
is to ‘‘ walk about Zion"* in very literalness. 

There now, as we straighten up in the bright sun- 
light and fresh air after our long burrowing in the 
ground, let us take a look. This section of the wall 
just examined has given us the direction of the forti- 
fications of the old city for a long distance ahead, and 
makes clear also that this same direction must be fol- 
lowed until near the foot of the hill. For the wall 
could not have been built below this natural ledge in 
the hillside which we have been following, and would 
not have been drawn back from it to give an enemy a 
foothold, but must have followed right down the edge 
of this ledge to the bottom of the hill. As a‘matter 
of fact the excavators found itso, Still standing here, 
turning a little. to the left between this rock ledge 
which we are following and the present wall of the 
city, we look.down into the great concave portion of 
the lower Tyropceon valley. | Here lie some hundreds 
of acres; down into this valley, on across to the other 
side, up over the neck of the ridge above the crown 
of the hill Ophel, and below the temple area, clear 
over to the declivity at the edge of the Brook Kidron. 
This land is now wheat-fields and gardens. ‘‘Zion 
shall be plowed as a field."’ Locate Zion on either 
hill the prophecy is to-day literally fulfilled. 


On Which Mountain was Jerusalem Started ? 

Now we will clamber over the course of this rock 
ledge down, down, down into the depths of Hinnom, 
until we realize as never before how great is this 
western mount, . At last we reach the bottom amidst 
the rich foliage of the ‘‘ King’s gardens."’. Here 
among the luxuriant vegetables and wretched hovels 
we find the corner at which the wall turned to the 
northeast to go up the valley of the Kidron. Here a 
surprise strikes us instantly. When we looked down 
from the slope of the great west hill toward the Ki- 
dron valley, the hill Ophel seemed very insignificant. 
Now, as we stand in the ‘‘ King’s Dale,’’ and look 
toward the north and northeast, Ophel looms up be- 
fore us sharp, rugged, precipitous, and awe-inspiring. 
In size it is, indeed, insignificant when compared 
with the west hill of modern Zion. But it is an iso- 
lated, frowning and formidable, naturally impregnable 
ridge now running up immediately under the temple 
area, but anciently divided just below the latter point 
by a deep, narrow, transverse ravine, breaking across 
into the Kidron to the east. Something else surpris- 
ing is to be seen from here also. Look up this valley 
of Hinnon to the northwest. It is clear of rubbish ; 
the ledges of rock jut right out of the hills on either 
side quite unobstructed by rubbish. But look up to 
the northeast, in the valley of the Kidron, and the 
whole precipitous west side of the valley is heaped up 
until the rocky sides are smooth with the débris of 
ruined cities flung out into the depths, From which 


hill think you the rubbish of the ruined city has 
come, the west hill of modern Zion, next the val- 
ley of Hinnon, or the east hill of Ophel, next the 
valley of the Kidron? We are not yet ready to an- 
swer, but keep these things in mind. 

Now, standing here at the foot of the rocky fortress 
of Ophel and looking north, two structures attract our 
attention ; on the left side of Ophel, in the Tyropceon 
valley, is ‘the minaret tower by the Pool of Siloam, 
and on the right side of Ophel is a stone house over- 
looking: the precipice, at the bottom of which, in the 
Kidron valley, is the Virgin's Fountain. These are 

not two waters, but one. The famous tunnel of 
Hezekiah runs its crooked course right through the 
hill of Ophel to bring the waters of the Virgin's 
Fountain to the Pool of Siloam. By this Pool of 
Siloam has been found a portion of a great staircase 
leading up toward the temple area. Last of all, note 
that at this point in the King’s Dale, facing north, 
we have under our eyes all the old walls. From the 
northwest comes, down the hill of modern Zion the 
great wall we have followed. To the northeast, up 
the right side of Ophel, by the Kidron valley, it goes 
on around the city. Another wall runs along the 
west side of Ophel, by the Tyropcon valley, toward 
the temple area, and still a fourth runs along the west 
side of the Tyropceon valley on the east slope of mod- 
ern Zion. All these walls meet together at our feet. 


Why Did David Choose Zion ? 

These are the walls.’ The old city must be con- 
ceived of within these limits. All historical refer- 
ences that are correct wili harmonize with these walls, 
and all others must be made to do so. What do the 
walls tell us? Does anybody think that all these 
walls were built at once at the beginning round about 
the old Jebusite stronghold? Certainly not. Then, 
in what order were they built? The two middle 
walls up the Tyropoeon valley are the key to the 
solution of the problem. They do not belong to-, 
gether. No people ever built walls around a valley’ 
for defense, for an enemy could stand outside and 
shoot over it. These walls were built around the 
hills. Which hill was built around first? the big 
hill of modern Zion, or the little hillof Ophel ? When 
did ever a people occupy a place and begin to fortify 
by building about a large and difficult hill, when a 
small and impregnable one was immediately beside 
it? 

Again, early dwellings. ef the hill country of 
America are in seclued nooks rather than up where 
there is a view. The springhouse and its gushing 
fountain is the explanation. So here, was not the 
first city built on the hill where was the only great 
open fountain ? . On this peak of Ophel the Jebusites 
built their fortress, There David entrenched himself 
in the stronghold upon it. Farther up the ridge to 
the north he built his ‘‘ palaces,'* and in the great- 
ness of his heart planned to crown the summit of 
Moriah above with the great temple of Jehovah which 
Solomon his son built. Then they brought ‘up"’ 
the ark from the city of David into the temple. The 
queen of Sheba marveled at the ‘‘ascent’’ by which 
Solomen went up from the palaces to the house of 
the Lord, and in far later days, from a succeeding 
temple, Jesus sent the blind man down the. great 
stairway from the south gate of the temple to wash in 
this Pool of Siloam, Thus, also, when the Babylo- 
nians razed the temple and the palaces below, the 
heaps of rubbish tumbled down the steep declivity 
into the Kidron, while Hinnom, at the foot of modern 
Zion, remains free of rubbish, as we have seen, to 
this day. 

And now, with open eyes, from this King’s Dale, 
look up, and the glory of Zion appears. Immediately 
above us and frowning upon us is the ancient citadel 
which David took from the Jebusites. Above it are 
the gleaming ‘‘ palaces'’ of which Jerusalem was so 
proud, while crowning all from Moriah above shines 
out the most wondrous structure of all ages, ’**as 
white as snow,’’ radiant as the celestial city, the 
temple of the Lord, and the words of the Psalmist 
burst spontaneously from our lips : ‘‘‘ Beautiful for 


Situation, the joy of the whole earth is Muunt Zion, 
on the sides of the north, the city of the great king."’ 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


HE teacher can win the attention of almost any 
class by asking some question or bap ep Shey eam 
anecdote about the sudden discovery of the im- 

portant office or the celebrated name of some unsus- 
pected person, For instance, John, do you see that 
quiet-looking man over there? Sup I were to 
tell you that he was Justice —— of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Don’t you think that 
ou would have a pretty big interest in watching 
im, and in listening to him if he speaks? As 
soon as you knew what a high office he held you'd 
have a very different notion about him. Or, one of 
the frequently heard anecdotes of this general na- 
ture: Once a young assistant in an editorial office 
was working at his desk when a visitor was an- 
nounced. Without looking up from his desk he some- 
what curtly said, ‘‘ Sit down,” and went on ees 
The visitor remained standing quietly until the self- 
sport young editor finished his sentence and 
loo 


ed up, and then said, ‘I am sorry to interrupt * 


ou, sir, but I have come to see you about a little 
k that you are publishing in which I have an in- 
terest. My name is Markham, Edwin Markham.” 
At the sound of that name, known around the world 
as the poet who stirred civilization with the poem 
called ‘‘ The Man with the Hoe,” the young editor's 
gruffness vanished like a flash. Thus can a teacher 
show how Peter, James, and John were stunned at 
the sight of Jesus’ transfigured body, and his talking 
with: Hoses and Elijah, and the certainty that he was 
part of the heavenly world as well as of this. 





The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson artrcies in the Times,] 

The transfiguration of our Lord was a part of the 
education of the disciples who saw it, and it hada 
distinct purpose, and was sent at just the appropri- 
ate time. Miss Lovett gives an analysis and a plan 
for teaching the lesson that will prove useful. An- 
other scheme will be found in ‘The Class in Session. 
Note, first, the time and place of the Transfiguration. 
(Professor Riddle’s first and second paragraphs.) Next 
show who was there (Professor Riddle, on v. 2; Dr. 
Sanders, paragraph 2; Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 1). 
What actually took place ? (Dr. Sanders, paragraphs 
3-6; Professor Clow, paragraph 2.) The heavenly 
visitors (Professor Riddle, v. 4; Mr. Ridgway, para- 

raph 2). Peter’s proposal is treated by Professor 
Riddle’s notes on verses 5 to 6, and by Professor 
Clow’s fifth paragraph. The cloud and the voice are 
described by Professor Riddle’s note on verse 7, and 
the meaning of that cloud is suggested by Mr. Ridg- 
way’'s third paragraph. But the main value of this 
passage is what it all meant to the disciples and what 
it means to us. For that read Professor Riddle’s 
third paragraph, Professor Clow’s third and fcurth 

aragraphs, Dr. Sanders’ first Bye he and Dr. 
Mackie's first paragraph. Mr. Ridgway has a para- 
graph on the beautiful and suggestive text, ‘ home 
only," and Professor Clow and Mr. Ridgway both 
have a closing word on Jesus’ admonition for silence. 
The question about Elijah is touched on by Professor 
Riddle’s notes on verses 10 to 13. 

The Dreamer’s vision, ‘‘ Amidst the Snows of 
Hermon,” on page 711 of this issue, takes the reader 
to the scene of the Transfiguration and beautifully in- 
terprets its meaning; the article leads the way also to 
the sharing of the experience of the Transfiguration. 


The Class in Session 


We come now to a striking fact in the life of Jesus 
in which for the fifst time is exhibited to human eyes 
the person of Jesus in a way that links him with the 
unseen world. Notice first why this wondrous 
vision was granted. Immediately after the climactic 
confession of Peter and the rest of the disciples that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Lord began to talk daily to 
them about the fact of his approaching death. It 
was a shock to them, an indescribable shock, and 
they were depressed, and doubtless as near to deser- 
tion as at any time. God generally comes to the aid 
of his friends at such a time. This vision was an 
antidote for depression. Next we will observe 

Who saw the viston.—Jesus took with him not all 
the diseiples, but the three that were most sympa- 
thetic and would understand best. There is always 
an advanced division in every class. Peter and 
James and John were chosen, and with them Jesus 
withdrew from the company of all else, and upon a 
mountain-top they were alone in prayer. Now we 
observe 

What the disciples saw.—As Jesus was praying, 


LESSON 8 NOVEMBER 24. THE TRANSFIGURATION 


Mark 9 : 2-13. Commit verses 9, 10 


Golden Text: A voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my Son, my chosen: hear ye him. And 
when the voice came, Jesus was found alone.—Luke 9 : 35, 36 


Read Matthew 17 : 1-8; Luke g : 28-36 


2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
1 James, and John, and bri h them up into a high moun- 
tain apart by themselves: and he was ed before 
them ; 3 and his garments became glistering, exceeding white, 
so as no fuller'on earth can whiten them. 4 And there ap- 
peared unto them Elijah with Moses: and they were talking 
with Jesus. 5 And Peter answereth and saith to Jesus, Rabbi, 
it is good for us to be here: and let us make three ? taber- 
nacles ; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah. 
6 For he knew not what to answer; for they became sore 
afraid. 7 And there came a cloud overshadowing them : and 
there came a voice out of the cloud, This is my beloved Son : 
hear ye him. 8 And suddenly looking round about, they saw 
no one any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 

9 And as they were coming down from the niountain, he 
charged them that they should tell no man what things they 
had seen, save when the Son of man should have risen again 
from the dead. 10 And they kept the saving, questioni 
among themselves what the rising again from the dead shoul 
mean. 11 And they asked him, saying, * How is i¢ that the 
scribes say that Elijah must first come? 12 And he said unto 
them, Elijah indeed cometh first, and restoreth all am : and 
how is it written of the Son of man, that he should suffer many 
things and be set at n t? 13 But I say unto you, that 
Elijah is come, and they have also done unto him whatsoever 
they would, even as it is written of him, 

10r, Jacob % Or, d00ths * Or, The scribes say... come 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
% 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

Verse 2,—What ‘‘six days’’ are here meant? What 
mountain was this? What does ‘‘ transfigured’’ mean in 
this verse? (Riddle, 1, 2, 3; Clow, 1, 2; Mackie, 1; San- 
ders, 1, 4, 6; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 4.—How did the disciples recognize Elijah and 
Moses ? (Riddle; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 5.—Was there any significance in Peter’s ad- 
dressing Jesus as Rabbi? Why did Peter make this sug- 
gestion? What sort of tabernacles did he think of making? 
(Riddle ; Clow, 5; Mackie, 3; Sanders, 6; Class in Ses- 
sion, 4, 7.) 

Verse 6.— Why were the disciples afraid? (Riddle.) 

Verse 7.—Why should a cloud overshadow them? Was 
this cloud necessary before the voice could speak ? (Rid- 
dle; Clow, 4; Mackie, 4; Class in Session, 5.) 

Verse 9.—Why did Jesus not want his disciples to tell 
what they had seen? Did he expect his disciples to know 
what the rising of the Son of man referred to? (Riddle; 
Clow, 6; Sanders, 8; Class in Session, 8.) 

Verse 10.—Why did they not ask Jesus what the rising 
from the dead meant? (Riddle). 

Verse 11.—What saying of the scribes is here referred to ? 
(Riddle ; Class in Session, 9.) 

Verse 12,—What does this verse mean? (Riddle.) 

Verse 13.—-Why did Jesus say Elijah had come? (Rid- 
dle ; Class in Session, 9.) 








a light seemed to. shine out from his body, and his 
very garments were a blazing white, like white hot 
metal, and two figures silently appeared with the 
Lord. They came without approaching, and they 
were talking audibly with Jesus about the very thing 
that was weighing like lead on the spirits of them all, 
—his coming death. The disciples recognized the 
two visitors as Moses and Elijah, the representa- 
tives of the origin of the people of God and the great 
peonset whose second coming was foretold as the 
erald of anew day. And then we see 

What a mistake Peter made.—Peter was stunned, 
thrilled, and wanted to ‘‘do something.” He had a 
notion that they were having a wonderful time, and 
wanted toprolong it. -Maybe he thought that Moses 
and Elijah were to stay with them. He wanted to 
lead and not follow. His foolish words are swallowed 
up in the rest of that great experience, for we see 
that now 5 

God himself testified to Jesus.—In almost every 
instance where the Bible records God as speaking he 
speaks from a cloud. A cloud—the Shekinah that 
covered Sinai and rested on the tabernacle—was also 
that cloud that received him (Jesus) out of their sight 
(Acts 1). That voice they never forgot nor what it 
said, yet how little they understood of it the events 
of the week of his death show. Now consider 

What the effect must have been on Jesus.—A 
mighty reassurance is given to him that he is in the 
line of his duty. His mind and spirit, depressed by 
the small apparent effect of his labors on his disci- 
ples, and the still less effect on the people, and the 
active hostility of the priests and Pharisees, would 
be strengthened for the rest of his work. This would 








lay at rest all doubts as to whether he were doing 
right or not. And now see 


They have never understood his heavenly origin. 
They still called him Rabbi, which shows that he 
was to them mostly a great teacher. Vaguely they 
have this last week come to think he was more than 
Rabbi,—he was the Messiah. Nowcomes this vision 
inconfirmation of what their wavering faith had told 
them. —. see a new glory in him. They see him 
at home in the invisible world of spirits and attended 
by an audible voice from heaven. 

They are bound to silence.—What they had seen 
was for Jesus and for themselves. Others would 
neither believe nor understand it. Jesus bids them 
to keep silent therefore, and so far as we know the 
did, though after his resurrection they told of it 
(2 Pet. 1: 17, 18). , 

They ask a question about Elijah.—lf Jesus is the 
promised Messiah, as they must now think, what 
then is that promise of Malachi’s that was always in 
their minds, that Elijah was to precede the Messiah ? 
And Jesus tells them that John the Baptist was Eli- 
jah, and they understood it. 


The Lesson Summary ; 

The transfiguration was God's stimulant to faith 
that was strained to the breaking-point. ‘‘I sought 
a and he answered me, and delivered me 

rom all my fears. ‘They looked unto him, and were 
radiant; and their faces shall never be confounded.” 

So said the psalmist, and this hour of vision, of 
touch with the unseen world, was an illustration of 
the truth of this song. God will not leave a man to 
fight out all his battles in dreary loneliness, and he 
will come to the succor of those that are in dire need 
of him. Jesus and his friends had reached a crisis ; 
every plan and expectation seemed to shrivel as in a 
fervent heat. But ini this very crisis comes the most 
glorious and convincing experience of their lives, and 
it comes because they sought it. They went up to 
the mountain-top ; Jesus led them there to seek God. 
They turned their faces toward God, and therefore 
they saw him. ‘‘ They looked unto him, and were 
radiant.” It isin the hour of depression that God will 
be most near, and most sympathetic if in that hour 
we climb the mount and look unto him, 


Questions for Class Use 


1. What was the teaching that o¢cupied the week just 
preceding the Transfiguration ? (See last week’s lesson.) 
2. Why did not Jesus take all the disciples ? » 
. How did this vision help Jesus ? 
What did it teach the three disciples ? 
What was Peter’s mistake ? 
Why was the vision so brief? 
. Why did Jesus*command silence ? 
. What did he answer to their question about Elijah ? 


Other Teaching Points 


Jesus refused a sign to insincere doubters, but granted a 
glorious sign to weak but sincere believers. 

‘* Apart by themselves.’’ After all, the amount of good 
we can accomplish in the crowded world depends on the 
riches we gain when we are alone. 

There are great mysteries-about the spirit nature of 
human beings. But’ Jesus néver said much about it nor 
explained it. He simply shows us that he is a flaming 
spirit in a body of flesh, and that Moses and Elijah, long 
pa passed away, are still alive and in their own person- 
ality. 

Times of great vision, great exaltation and excitement 
are part of a normal Christian life, But it is not normal to 
be in such states too often or for toolong atime. Blossom- 
ing time is beautiful, but the business of life is the more 
humble process of bringing fruit to completion. 

Christ’s word is to be taken as final. God has said so. 
Hear him. We will find the answers to all questions with 
him. It is our business to listen to him diligently. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Mark 9 : 14-29.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. -The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.]} 

One of the old masters has painted a picture of the 
Transfiguration, and at the bottom of the canvas 
has sketched the afflicted boy and the helpless disci- 
ples. It is a true bit of insight. As soon as the 
glorious vision is passed, pe and his friends 
plunged at once into the thick of life’s duties again. 

1. What would you, from verse 19, say was the cause of 
the failure to cure the afflicted boy ? 

2. ‘Does it seem as if the father had faith ? 

3. What did Jesus mean in verse 23? 

4. What do we learn about the development of spiritual 
power from verse 29? 


Evanston, ILL. 
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What effect this would have on the disciples.—~ 
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LESSON FOR NOV, 24 (Mark 9 : 2-13) 


Seeing Him As He Is 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HE Transfiguration is an experience in Christ's 

a ‘life which suffers a Gnglect wo.caaily under- 
stand. It is too strange and high for our 

human minds. It does not seem to relate itself either 
to our experience or to our needs so clearly and so 
closely as his birth or his baptism, his homelessness 
or his cross. More debarring still, we do not always 
a its meaning to Christ himself. But when 
we think ourselves into the heart of it, its spiritual 
splendor dawns upon us. Our hearts leap up as we 
realize why he led the three disciples up the slopes 
of Hermon as the evening shadows fell. 

Mark, to begin with, the the setting of the scene. 
It oceurred at the well-marked break in his ministry. 
He has heard from believing lips the great confes- 
sion. Now he has set his feet resolutely in the way 
to the cross. He has one supreme thing to do, and . 
that is todie. It occurred ‘‘after six days.” They 
were days of quickened faith, deepened devotion, 
sensitized receptiveness for his disciples, and intenser 
absorption for himself. It was witnessed only by 
the three whose close bean apt and keen spiritual 
sensibilities ge pve them for the great sight. That 
mountain-top with its dazzling splendor was no place 
for the crowd. And again it occurred, as Luke 
points out, ‘‘while he prayed.” Discussions have 
arisen as to whether these shining garments and this 
countenance white with a heavenly radiance was due 
to a light which shone from within, or whether it-was 
the sheen of an opened heaven caught by his uplifted 
face. We cannot be too definite. Both may have 
mingled in the one glory. But as we remember the 
shining of Moses’ face, which continued after he came 
down from the mount, and the angel-like beauty of 
Stephen’s features, we are led to believe that it was 
the glory of Christ’s soul, in his hour of spiritual rap- 
ture, shining through his fleshly veil in the dazzling 
whiteness of his face, until his garments also caught 
the light. As men so pray even, in their r way, 
they are, after their measure, transfigured in soul, 
in face, in bearing. We have seen it. 

This leads us to consider és significance to Christ. 
This must always be the first inquiry, as it is the 
ruling truth in its interpretation. Three things are 
guiding-points. The first is the presence of Moses 
and Elijah, representing the law and the prophets, the 
old dispensation about to be fulfilled and surpassed, 
and in themselves the men who had not suffered 
death. The second is the conversation between 
them. They ‘‘talked of his decease,”—that is, his 
exodus, or going out, which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. That is, they spoke of his cross, The 
third is the suddenness with which the event closed. 
Down came the cloud. Moses and Elijah vanished. 
Jesus was seen alone. The voice rang through the 
still morning air, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son: hear ye 
him.” That sets clearly why the three saw his glory. 

What do these things tell us about Christ? They 
tell us that the subject of Christ’s thoughts was his 
sacrifice. They declare that once again he was- 
tempted to refuse it, and to escape its agony and 
shame. Here he stands right before Heaven's open 
gate. A single step will take him within its thresh- 
old. He might pass in with Moses and Elijah as they 
speed back to the glory.. But he would have left be-- 
hind him a world of sinners unredeemed. He would 
have gone alone, without his crown of thorns, and 
without his crown of saints. Jesus turns back from 
the gate of heaven to go down to the sin of earth, 
and to go forward to his cross. It is no marvel that 
in such an hour his face shone. And jit is exactly 
what we should expect, that the heavenly visitants 
should pass and the voice of God, a voice of mingled 
sorrow and joy, should be heard. It was when 
Christ made the same choice at his baptism that the 
same cry of high approval was on his Father's lips. 
There is no greater hour in Christ's life than this 
when he turns his back on heaven’s felicity, and 
comes down to set his face stedfastly to go to Vertiea 
lem.- Men who saw that sight might fail in courage, 
but in faith—never. 

Mark, again, how often Christian men mistake the 
meaning and the purpose of the high hours of spir- 
ttual rapture. ‘‘ Let us make three tabernacles.” 
That mood has built every cloister and fashioned 
every imprisoning convent. It has corrupted the life 
of many a mystic until honest minds have shrunk 
from mysticism as from a disease. Spiritual rapture 
is not given us to be enjoyed. It is the joy which 
waits on sacrifice and surrender and trust in God. It 
is not meant to be prolonged as an ecstasy. It is the 
flower in its due season of a life of faith and prayer 
and service. Not tabernacles or mountain-tops, but 
homes where children’s voices ring, and places of 
common song and gb ah and houses of help and 
healing, and cities of refuge built by men who carry 
their cross,—these are the outcome of our moments 
on the mount. 

We mark the silence Christ imposed on the disct- 
ples. **Tell no man.” There are several kinds. of 
silence, and different reasons for reticence. Here 
plainly Jesus did not wish this wondrous scene trump- 
eted lest it should provoke a hotter blaze of hostility. 
Still more did he fear that it would become an idle 
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and garnished tale as vulgar tongues repeated it. 
Most of she desired the ooten those to ponder it 
in their Tlie time for speech would come when 
the resurrection morning dawned. Then all men would 
realize that the disciples had seen Jesus ‘‘ as he is.” 


GLascow, ‘SCOTLAND, 
a 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


**On the Inside.”"—Ajpart by themselves (v. 2). 
The inner circle. Christ’s circles, John,— r; 
James and John—The Twelve—The Seventy. ‘There 
used to be a popular phrase, *‘In the ring.” If you 
are a stockholder in the Squedunk and rail- 
road company you get your little dividend of five per 
cent. Butif you are ‘tinthering” you get ground 
floor stock in the freight line, parlor car company, 
restaurant, news company, shoe black stand, nut 
lock and all the other ‘‘good things.” If you are 
a Christian you get your regular modest dividend of 
blessing right along, But if you are in the inner circle, 
‘‘in the ring,” you get into the ‘‘good things”—Sun- 
day-school company, Bible class company, prayer 
meeting, rescue mission, basket business and a dozen 
other big paying ‘inside Pp sitions.” And any 
fellow can get ‘‘in the ring” of the Heaven and Up 
railroad company. Jesus had his friends and next 
friends. Mountain-top friends and Garden friends; 
star friends and cup friends (John 15: 14-16). 


“Of Like Passions.”—E/ijah with Moses (v. 4). 
Heaven is watchingearth. These two men had been 
earth failures (Num. 20: 10-12, 1 Kings 19: 3, 4). 
Moses got mad—like me! Elijah got scared—like you! 
Read how voy got home (Deut. 34: 5, 6, 2 Kings 2: 
11). Whata Father we have! Heaven is not so far 
away and has its eyes on earth. As Homer Castle’s 
old colored mammy used to tell him about the stars, 
‘* Dem's Gord's eyes, honey boy, a lookin’ down to 
see if little Homer is a bein’ good.” The whole splen- 
did company up there, all the best ones who ever 
walked the earth, are watching us in our own game 
of life. It adds zest to living to know we have such 
an audience. Like speaking a piece at the Christ- 
mas entertainment. Fighting a temptation. Knock- 
ing out a habit. Catching a success. Why, the 
bleachers of heaven are full ! 


Fhere Came a Cloud.— Hear ye him(v.7). God 
joins them and speaks: He says, ‘‘ Hear him.” 

he other gg I went to a great concern to sell my 
machines. was sent by the president of the 
company to see, ‘‘our Mr. Robb.” ‘‘ Heis the man, 
hear him.” And he was the man. I did hear him, 
Yes, George, and got the business that kept you 
going all winter. Suppose I had listened to the 
office boy who took my card, the janitor who opened 
the doors, the bookkeeper through whose room I 
paar or even the foreman into whose department 

came! The reason so many folks are missing nice 
orders is because they are listening to nobodies and 
windbags. All nice men, all fine talkers—but Jesus 
is the may | one to hear. That is why you should 
read your Bible yourself. That. is why you should 
read my references and not my opinions. I won't 
buy your goods. I won’t make you prosperous, 
Jesus will. Dana the great editor sent all his young 


men to the Bible for their newspaper education’ 


(John 6: 63). 


When We Grow Old.—/esus only (v. 8). God gives 
his children transfiguration experiences, but they 
don’t remain. The world is not a Sunday-school 
picnic but a busy factory. We have our noon hour 
with its pleasant chat and banter or a game of quoits. 
And once in awhile a day off. But real lifeisa 
saint-making proposition. he whistle blows and 
the ‘*fun” goes, but the Master remains and we 
men who work are still on the job. All things pass, 
even such glorious things as youth and beauty. 
After fifty most of us are busy attending funerals of 
old friends. We make few new real ones, After a while 
we are alone—alone indeed, friendless indeed, if we 
have not made the great Friend. Law and prophet 

ass. Hopes and joys pass, Jesus only remains. 

addest. of all sights is to see old folks sitting alone 
without Him. ‘A lonely old age” is the loneliest 
place on earth. Zest gone, appetite gone, faculties 
gone, family gone. But when Jesus stays even old 
age has zest, appetite, faculties and friends. Attend 
an ‘‘old folks service” some day when all the old 
friends of Jesus are gathered and brought together 
and see what you see (Isa. 26: 4; Job 11: 17; Psa. 92:14). 


The Secret of Us.— Zhey should tel/ no man (v.9). 
Can not tell our spiritual experiences to men not pre- 
pared tohear them. Can not cast pearls before swine. 
Some experiences are too holy to talk about unless 
men are ready to hear them. fi the Godless man was 
not ‘‘ sound asleep’’ he would note his Christian neigh- 
bor has struck riches he knows nothing about. And 
try to locate the gold mine. Pittsburg for steel. 
Westfield for whips. Fall River for textiles. Re- 
ligion for prosperity. Heaven for happiness. But 
what Christ’s next friend sees and hears makes him 
ready to spend and be spent whenever Heaven directs. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME. — ‘*‘ After six days” (Matthew, Mark), 

** about eight days " (Luke), both phrases being 
equivalent to a week, indicate the interval suc- 
ceeding the last lesson. Edersheim thinks the ascent 
of the mountain was made on the evening of Satur- 
day, Which is probable, but not certain. The trans- 
figuration seems to have occurred during the night 
uke 9 : 32), the descent from the mountain being 

e next day (Luke 9:37). The probable 


Place.—It is now well-nigh universally held that 
the transtiguration took place on Mt. Hermon, and 
not on Mt. Tabor, the traditional site. .The group of 
peaks, three in number, called Hermon (or, the Her- 
mops), is north of Cesarea Philippi, in the regios 
where the last recorded discourse was spoken. It is 
about nine thousand feet above sea level, and much 
more above the Jordan valley, commanding an ex- 
tensive prospect. It is uninhabited, and hence fitted 
for retirement. The ascent to the summit is long 
and tedious, and the exact locality was probably 
some secluded spot on the slope of the mountain. 
Mt. Tabor does not meet any of the requirements of 
the narratives: Furthermore, in Mark 9 : 30 it is 
said that ‘‘they went forth from thence, and passed 
through Galilee,” which points to a starting-point 
outside of Galilee, while Mt. Tabor is in that region. 


The me re ae peepee is literally 
‘*changed in form,” and our word ‘‘ metamorphosed ” 
is directly transferred from the Greek. It indicates, 
not a mere change in outward fashion, but a change 
in real form. The occurrence was su atural, and 
the best explanation is, that our Lord’s inherent 
glory. burst forth through ‘the form of a servant” 
and revealed him ‘‘in the form of God.” The out- 
ward manifestations, so graphically described, were 
the accompaniments of this internal change of form. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 2.—Peler, and James, and John: These 
three were most closely associated with Jesus ; they 
were with him in the house of Jairus, on the Mount 
of Olives (with Andrew), and in the Garden of Geth- 
semane. James and John were the sons of Salome, 
who was probably the sister of our Lord's mother 
(John 19: 25).—Apart by themselves: In absolute 
seclusion.—7ransfigured before them; See above. 

Verse 4.—Elijah with Moses; Peculiar to Mark. 
Probably the subsequent conversation about Elijah 
led to the prominence here given him. The two Old 
Testament worthies were recognized through what 
was said while ‘talking with Jesus.” This is the 
most satisfactory explanation. 

Verse 5.—Haddi: Peculiar to Mark. This more 
respectful form of address was probably due to the 
remarkable manifestation.— 7’ree tabernacles : Or, 
‘*booths.” The term may mean either a ‘‘ tent,” or 
a booth of branches. he latter is the probable 
sense here. The purpose was to remain on the mount 
with the heavenly visitants. 

Verse 6.—for he knew not what to answer: The 
accounts represent the disciples As in a dazed condi- 
tion ; Luke tells that they were ‘‘ heavy with sleep.” 
—They became sore afraid: Their fear seems to 
have increased with the appearance of the cloud, as 
the other accounts suggest. This fear was natural, 
in view of the unprecedented manifestations of the 
supernatural. : 

erse 7.—A cloudovershadowing them: ‘‘'Them” 
probably does not refer to the pon since the 
voice came to them ‘‘out of the cloud.” But man 
hold that it points to the entire assem e. A - 
ing to Matthew the cloud was * bright”; that is, 
luminous. It resembled the Shekinah of the Old 
Testament dispensation, indicating the presence of 
Jehovah, and was used on this occasion to veil that 
presence which expressed itself in audible language. 
—This ts my beloved Son; Compare the attestation 
at the baptism of Jesus. 

Verse ¢.—Down from the mountain: ‘‘On the 
next day” (Luke).—Save when the Son of man 
should have risen again from the dead: The en- 
joined silence was because our Lord’s Person and 
work were not yet to be announced publicly. 

Verse 10.— What the rising again from the dead 
should mean; They were perplexed because, while 
they believed in a general resurrection, they could not 
understand how they were to be permitted to tell of 
the transfiguration after the resurrection of Jesus. 
They probably feared to ask him about it. 

Verse 11.— Zhe scribes say that Elijah must first 
come: This view was based on Malachi 4: 5. 

Verse 12.—Elijah indeed cometh first: ‘The disci- 

les seem to have thought that the! appearance of 
Elijah which they had witnessed was the predicted 
coming. But Jesus, as Matthew (17 : 13) plainly 
states, regards the prediction of Malachi as referring 
to John the Baptist.—How zs it written of the Son Vv 
man: The thought of the Baptist’s sufferings leads 
to that of his own, which had been predicted also. 

Verse 13.—Elijah is come: Here the reference to 
John the Baptist is certainly implied. 
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is exceedingly hard on body and brain. And 
deleterious drugs only make conditions 
worse. A few drops of Horsford’s Acid 
Phosphate in a half glass of water just be- 
fore retiring in many cases can prevent wake- 
fulness, and always without ill after-effects. 


THE WASTE 
OF 
WAKEFULNESS 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Angio-American Con tegation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


E WAS ¢ransfigured before them 
(v. 2). In an age when the chief 
emphasis is laid on Christ’s humanity, 
and Christian sainthood is regarded as the 
result of personal decision and effort, the 
sare ar is apt to be over as an 
unproductive and useless incident in the life 
of our Lord. The disciples who were pres- 
ent thought differently (2 Pet. 1:16). In 
the East it is preserved as one of the leading 
church festivals, though its chief purpose is 
now that of a weather forecast, . There is an 
Arabic rhyming proverb to the. full effect : 


** After the Feast of Transfiguration 
Summer heat shows moderation.”’ 


As no fuller on carth can whiten them 
(v. 3). The fyller’s earth or clay did not 
have any special chemical action on the 
cloth, It was a detergent or scrubber, and 


when mixed with water it was pressed 
through the texture of the cloth, and thus 
took away all the dirt and discoloration that 
could be removed in that way. Similar 
white’ clay is used in clarifying the grape- 
juice in the vat of the wine-press, ‘Being 
sprinkled into’ the stone cistern containing 
the grape-juice it drags down all particles 
floating in the liquid, and thus makes it clear, 

Let us make three tabernacies (v. 5). The 
scene of the Transfiguration is now generally 
referred to one of the lower ridges of 
Hermon (summit, 9,300 feet), which forms 
the southern terminus of the Anti-Lebanon 
range. The branches for such arbors or 
temporary shelters would be made from the 
oak-trees sprinkled over the limestone rocks 
of the mountain, They serve the double 
purpose of protection against the sun by day 
and against the dew and chill by night. 

And there came a cloud overshadowing 
them (v. 7). At night on the Lebanon the 
breeze is usually from the east or landward 
direction, Being cool and dry, when it 
reaches an atmosphere that during the day 
has received moisture from the western sea- 
breezes, the result is the condensation of the 
moisture of the air and the formation of light 
clouds and a veiling of white mist over the 
landscape. . These appear suddenly, and 
after a time when the breeze ceases the dew 
rests upon everything, and the clear stars 
shine forth again. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
€ 


The Illustration Round - Table 


Seeing God.— 7his is my Son, my chosen 
(Golden Text). In a recent sermon, Dr, 
Horton told this story: A little child asked 
the other day, *‘ Has any one -seen God ?”’ 
His mother said, ‘‘No!’’ He then con- 
cluded, ‘‘If no one has seen God, I will 
content myself with Jesus,”—W. R. Clark, 
Huddersfield, Eng. From The British 
Weekly. 


When Blind Eyes Saw.—And he was 
transfigured before them (v.2). A little boy 
was born blind, At last an operation was 
performed ; the light was letin slowly. Then 
one day his mother led him out of doors and 
uncovered his eyes, and for the first time he 
saw the sky and the earth. ‘‘* Mother,’’ he 
cried, ** why did: you not tell me it was so 
beautiful?’’* She burst into tears as she 
said, ‘‘I tried to tell you, dear, but you 
could not understand me.” So it is when 
we try to tell what is in Christ. Unless the 
spiritual sight is opened by the Holy Spirit, 
one cannot understand.—Mary £. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn, From The Sunday School 
Chronicle, 


To the Stars and Back.— 727s ts my be- 
loved Son (v. 7). Do we realize what it 
meant to God to give us his beloved Son? 
A mother asked her child, ‘‘ How much do 
you love me?’’ The child was puzzled for 
a moment, and then, looking out of the win- 
dow to the moonless stars, said, ‘‘ All the 
way from here to the stars and back again.’’ 
God, through Christ, loved us all the way 
from heaven to the cross and back again.— 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. From 
The British Weekly. 


The Metropolis of Scripture.— Jesus only 
(v. 8). A young divine asked a venerable 
minister in whose presence he had delivered 











a discourse: ‘‘ What did you think of my 
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sermon?’’ «A very poor sermon,’’ said 
he; ‘‘ there was no Christ in it.’’ ‘* Well,”’ 
said the young man, “‘ Christ was not in the 
text. Wo une not to be preaching Christ 
always ; we must preach what is in the 
text.’’ **Don’t you know, young man,”’ 
said the minister, ‘‘ that from every town 
and every littie hamlet in England, whieuner 
it may be, there is a road to London?”’ 
** Yes,’’ said the young man. ‘‘ Ah!’ said 
the old Christian, ‘‘and so from every text 
in Scripture there is a road to the 

of the Scripture—that is Christ. And, my 
dear brother, your business is, when you get 
a text, to say, ‘Now what is the road to 
Christ?’ and then preach a sermon running 
along the road toward the great metropolis— 
Christ.”"—May D. MeKitrick, Kenton, O. 
From The Lookout. The prise for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


What Heaven Is.— 7icy saw no one any 
more, save Jesus only (v, 8). ‘*The boy 
who was blind makes the best expression of 
heaven to me,”’ says Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man. ‘The doctor had cut away the o' 
struction from his eyes, and the bandages 
placed there were removed one by one until 
after a little they had all been taken off. 
When he opened his eyes in silent wonder, 
as if a new world had been opened to him, 
he beheld his mother, and yet he did not 
know that it was she. Finally he heard her 
familiar voice asking him, ‘My son, can you 
see?’ He sprang into her arms, exclaim- 
ing,‘ Oh, mother, is thisheaven?’’’ Heaven 
is vision; it is having the obstructions and 
bandages removed; it is looking into the 
face of our loved ones; it is seeing our 
Saviour face to face.—/Juniata Rohrback, 
Washingion, D. C. From The Classmate, 


« 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Eleven stereographs (or lesson pictures) will 
be needed for this fourth quarter, costing $1.84. 
‘Those who own the rorz material need only 
nine new ones, costing $1.50. “Those who have 
both 1910 and 1911 material need only eight 
new ones (1.34). The steragscope (through 
which the pictures are seen in vivid life-likeness) 
is 85 cents. Stereographs, less than four in one 
order, 20 cents each: Postage or express is 
prepaid by the publishers on every order. Send 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


te Gospet writers do not give the name 
of the mountain which Jesus climbed 
with the disciples, but old traditions 

say it was the magnificent height up behind 
Cesarea Philippi—Mt, Hermon. Notice 











how the number 44 on our map marks a 
spot on a ridge between two river valleys. 
If you stand at that spot, looking east over 
the space between those two spreading lines, 
you get a splendid view of Hermon. The 
valley down below where you stand is one 
of the loveliest in Palestine to-day. You 
look down on green tree-tops and on a 
splashing, sparkling river, with fields and 
orchards on the farther side where the ground 
rises again. Hills stand beyond hills, end 








LESSON FOR NOV. 24 (Mark g : 2-13) 


towe above them all is the long, hi 
ridge of Hermon—so high that snow 
(as you can see for yourself) streak its sum- 
mit, even in summer. 

It was probably somewhere on that great 
mountain ridge the disciples had that 
wonderful experience. Away “p there, far 
from the noisy towns and the dusty roads, 
they saw the Master in a new light—not as 
the Galilean man with whom they had just 
been plodding over the roads, but as a Being 

dignity and beauty, too mar- 
7 U: n weak iitled. In beautiful 

(Use'a s en ** In beau 
old Lebanon; east over the Jordan 
valley to snowy Mt. Hermon.’’) 


A 4 
From the Platform 
By ‘Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.— Lord Jesus, 


to be with thee anywhere is a mountain-top 
experience. We know that thou art. our 
Saviour, and that it is good to be in thy fellow- 
Sip. released from the dark bondage of sin. 
O Christ, may we be eager not only for blessed 
communion with thee apart from the crowding 
pressure of our days, but eager to carry the 
blessings of such fellowship into the daily task, 
with no slightest separation from thee. May 
we receive thee in thy fulness to the end that 
we may communicate thee to others. In thy 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—‘“‘ This is my beloved 
Son: hear ye him1’’ That voice has spoken 
to many a startled listener since the day of 
Peter and James,and John. It sometimes 
comes through the word of a friend; some- 
times we hear it in the quiet of our own 
souls; sometimes the printed page we are 
reading tells forth the same message. And 
any one who has known even a little of 
Jesus’ saving power right now, in this life, 
is in no doubt about the needed obedience 
to that voice. The three. disciples were 
taken apart by Jesus for this new experience 
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HEAR YE HIM 











of him (write ‘‘apart’’ on the board), .In 
a little while they saw him as they had never 
seen him before,—and Elijah with Moses. 
The disciples were afraid (write ‘‘ afraid ’’). 
Oh, the amazement and wonder of it,—to 
have such an experience as that! And a 
voice camc to them out of the overshadowing 
cloud, ‘‘ ‘This is my beloved Son; hear ye 
him.’’ What an assurance to the ftightened 
men! This Jesus of yours is my beloved 
Son; hear him. He has a message of life 
for you (write ‘*‘ assured ’’), 

Do any of us hear that voice to-day, who 
are turning away from its call? Oh, hear ye 
him, and let him be unto you Saviour and 
Lord! Why not? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Abide with me ; fast falls the eventide."’ 
‘*T could not do without thee.’’ 
‘* In heavenly love abiding.”’ 
‘ I've found a Friend ; O such a Friend."* 
‘Jesus, the very thought of thee." 
‘ Lord Jesus, on the holy mount.”’ 
‘More about Jesus would I know."’ 
‘* We may not climb the heavenly steeps.’’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book *‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm at : 1-4 (38 : 1-4). 
Psalm a9 : 1-7 (198 : 1-3, 6). 
Psalm 97 : 1-6 (195 : 3-6). 
Psalm 72 : 1-6 (146: 1-4). 
Psalm 104 : 26-29 (212 : 1-3). 


oa 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


N A MOUNTAIN wiTH CHRIST.—Using 

a blackboard, a large sheet of card- 
board, or a sheet of paper fastened to 

a wooden board, draw on it the outline of a 
mountain. Ask on what mountain Christ 
was transfigured, and print ** Mt. Hermon ”’ 
on your outline, bringing out the location 
and character of the mountain. But if the 
disciples went up Mt. Hermon with Christ, 
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we also are to ascend other mountains with 
him. Ask the class to name them: Mt. 
Difficulty, Mt. Truth, Mt’ Heroism, Mt. 
Love, etc. Print these below ‘* Mt. Her- 
mon,’’ and talk a little about thé glorious 
views to be seen from the tops of these 
mountains. 

Near the top of outline mountain 
draw a short blue line, representing Christ. 
Print **C’’ below it. Who were with Christ 
on the mountain? Draw beside the first line 
three others, blue, marked ‘‘J,’’ **J,’’ and 
**P.’? Who were there beside these ? Draw 
two red lines, for Moses and Elijah, marking 
them with “*M” and “E.” ho of our 
class may be with Christ on the mountain- 
top? Add other lines, in green or some 
other color, and below each print the initial 
of a member of the class. It will be best to 
have each member of the class draw a line 
and print the initial of his first name below it. 

As. you on to bring out the facts of 
Christ’s transfiguration, change the blue line 
representing him to a white line, ” rubbing 
out the one and substituting the other, or by 
pasting a strip of white paper over the first 
line. How may we see Christ’s glory to- 
day? As you bring out the replies, print 
below the lines ‘* Bible Study, Prayer, Obe- 
dience, Love.’’ 

We come next to Peter’s blunder. As 
you talk about it, you will draw next to the 
vertical lines three squares, representing the 
booths that Peter wanted to build for tarry- 
ing on the mount. What that is like this 
may we have in our own lives? As you 
bring out the answer write in the three 
squares ; ‘‘ Satisfied with feeling,’’ one word 
in each square. 

What evidence of Christ’s real nature and 
authority was given on the mount? As the 
last part of the lesson is discussed, draw a 
cloud above the vertical lines, using yellow 
chalk or crayon, and print in it, ‘‘ This is my 
beloved Son: hear him.’’ Draw on the 
cloud an open book. Explain that the way 
to hear Christ nowfis to read his words, re- 
corded in the Bible. 

Anticipate next week’s lesson enough to 
tell what happened as soon as they had de- 
scended from the Mount of Transfiguration, 
.—the healing of the lunatic boy. Ask the 
class what they are to do with all their high- 
est and happiest experiences: they are to 
use in the service of others all the new 
strength that they have gained. At the foot 
of. the outline mountain, therefore, you will 
print ‘*Service.’” 

AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
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The, Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus was the Son 
of God. 

Before the Story.—Ruth and Her- 
bert lived where snow never falls. One 
autumn they visited their aunt in Canada, 
She told them that in a single night every- 
thing out of doors might be changed into 
white. They had seen pictures of snow, but 
wanted to know just what it was like. When 
it fell, it was more beautiful than they had 
imagined, Their aunt hadn't told them that 
the sun, shining upon the crisp white snow, 
made it sparkle like diamonds. 

Isn’t it wonderful how quickly God can 
change the world around us? Some morn- 
ing you may see your windows sparkling 
with shiny white frost, bright and glistening. 
(If appropriate, teach the snow-prayer) : 

** I learned it in the Bible. 

This tender little prayer, 

And when the flakes are falling, 
So beautiful and fair, 

I say to my dear Saviour 
This little prayer | know : 

‘Wash me, and I shall be 
Whiter than snow.’ ”’ 


In the warm country where Jesus lived 
there was only one place where there was 
snow. When rain fell, in the cities and 
towns, it was pure, white snow over the top 
of a high mountain, which raised its head 
into and above the clouds. It was beautiful 
to look upon. God kept the snow on the 
mountain until the summer sun melted part 
of it, and made it run down in streams to 
form rivers of clear, fresh water. The snow 
from this mountain made the Jordan. 


( Continued on next pare) 


Prof. Thos. B. Stillman, 
M.S., Ph.D. 
The well-known research chemist 
of Steven’s' Institute, writes ; 
“*The chemical union of the constitu- 
ents of Sanatogen is a true one, r 
sentative of the highest skill in the for- 
mation of a product containing phos- 
mores in the organic [pony ms con- 
ition, and so combined that digestion 
and assimilation of Sanatogen are ren- 
dered complete with greatest ease.”’ 


C. H. Stockton 
Rear Admiral U. S. Navy and 
President George Washington 
University, writes : 

**Some time ago my physician rec- 
ommended Sanatogen to be used in my 
family. After giving ita fair trial, [am 
thoroughly convinced it is most excel- 
lent for the nerves and an invigorating 
food tonic.”’ 


Lady Henry Somerset 
the prominent social reform ad- 
vocate, writes : 

“Sanatogen undoubtedly restores 
sleep, invigorates the nérves and 
braces the patient to health. 1 have 
watched its effect. on —— whose 
nervous systems have been entirely 
undermined, and I seve peaves Sana- 
togen to be most valuable.” 


John Burroughs 
The distinguished naturalist and 
author, writes : 

“Iam sure I have been greatly 
b.nefited by Sanatogen. My sleep is 
fifty per cent better than it was one 
year ago, ang my mind and strength 
are much improved.”’ 


His Grace the Most Reverend 
Archbishop of Bombay, writes: 
“1 use Sanatogen every now and 
then, under my doctor’s advice, and 
always derive great benefit from it.’’ 


“The Doctor told us Sanatogen is 
jast what you need for your nerves”’ 














NCONSCIOUSLY, perhaps, thousands of men 
U and women, in.their desire to forge ahead and 
accomplish, find. themselves suddenly ap- 


proaching the brink of nefvous breakdown. 


And how many men and women—under just such 
circumstances — look back with gratitude to the 
friendly interest that told them of the remarkable 
revitalizing and upbuilding powers of Sanatogen, 
the food tonic. 

When nerves lose their vitality—due to overwork, 
worry or illness—other normal bodily functions also 
become impaired. \ Restless. sleep, disturbed diges- 
tion, physical lassitude, insomnia, are all directly 
traceable to nerve tire, Sanatogen is intended espe- 
cially to combat the debilitating ravages of nerve ex- 
haustion. Its scientific combination of purest protein 
and organic phosphorus—in readily assimilable form 
—imposes no tax upon digestion—no artificial, harm- 
ful stimulation. Sanatogen is just pure concentrated 
energy and food—replenishing the strength and re, 
serve of the over-taxed nervous system, helping 
other food to digest and nourish. Over 16,000 phy- 
sicians have placed the seal of their written endorse- 
ment upon Sanatogen as the real, the scientific food 
and tonic. You may find the answer to your nerve 
troubles in its use, 

A Remarkable book FREE Upon Request 
The work of a physician author, beautifully illustrated, 
which tells you some really interesting things about 
your nervous system, facts which vitally affect your 


well-being, and which, therefore, you ought know, 
Ask for a FREE copy of “*Nerve Health Regained.” 


Sanatogen is sold in three sizes, $1.00, $1.90, $3.60 


Get Sanatogen from your druggist—if not obtain- 
able from him, sent upon receipt of price by 


The Bauer Chemical Company #2w"'Yor 








coming! 


Plan.’’ 








G And now the definite reservations for the 
World’s Sunday School Convention tours are 


@, Do you WANT to go? 


“) 





@, The Sunday School Times’ plan for paying 
your expenses is intended to change your wish 
into a never-to-be-forgotten reality. 


@ There is urgent need for asking very promptly 
about the plan. 


@ Do not decide about itin advance, but ask 
to-day for information about the ‘‘Times Zurich 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Oxford 
Teachers’ 
Bibles 


WITH NEW AND UP-TO-DATE HELPS 
ARRANGED UNDER ONE ALPHABET 


Over 3,000,000 Copies Soild 


**They are known from Greenland’s icy 
Mountains to India’s Coral Strand.’’— Zhe 


OO aes Ci nian 





Reference Bible 


A wonderful Book forthe English-speaki 

world. With an entirely new system 

helps and references, ‘ 
From $1.50 upward 


Full explanatory booklet on application. 


OxFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch, 35 West 33nd Street, New York 


LIBRARIAN WANTED 


We want cultured and refined men 
and women to organize a branch of 
The Booklovers Library in their 
own community, through our simple 
plan of selling Exchangeable 
Books. A monthly salary will be 
paid in addition to a liberal com- 
mission, ‘ Write for particulars as to 
how you may start a branch of The 
Booklovers Library in your town. 


THE BOOKLOVERS LIBRARY 

















1302 Filbert Street, Philadelphia 


SOLOMON’S TEMPLE 











a > 
Built of Blocks. For Sunday schools, Junior So- 
cieties and the home. Combining with in- 
struction. The Temple as it appeared in the time of 
Christ. Modeled after the best authorities. The vari- 
ous chambers, porch, triple courts, surrounding walls, 
steps, and gateways, all represented in blocks. Plates, 
explanations, also history and description of the Tem- 
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(Continued from preceding page) 

Review.—One day Jesus and his disciples 
walked beside the Jordan, toward the snow- 
capped mountain. (Recall the incidents of 
last week’s lesson.) 

Lesson Story.—At \ast they reached the 
city at the foot of the mountain. A few days 
later, Jesus and three of his (Peter, 
jemes, and Jchn) started up the mountain. 

ow many stayed Lelow? Next Sunday we 
will find out what they tried to ¢o while 
Jesus was 

Jesus loved to goto the mountains to pray. 
Perhaps seemed nearer to God, The 
four men climbed until the. clouds were 
round about them, Peter, James, and John 

rew tired and sleepy. (See Luke g : 32.) 
‘hey roused themselves, and when wide 
ine saw a wonderful sight. The garments 
and face of Jesus had changed, so bright and 
dazzling that they could scarcely look at 
him, ‘* His face shone like the sun, and his 
garments were white as the light’’ (Matt. 
1 :2). It was the glory of God, Strangest 
all, they saw two ra Moses and 
Elijah, talking to Jesus about things that would 
happen to him before long. It seemed so 
beautiful that Peter said to Jesus, ‘‘It is 
good for us to be here; let us make three 
tents [or booths of branches], one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’’ Just 
then a cloud covered them, and ‘‘a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
Son... hear him.’’ The words were like 
tho-e which Peter spoke to Jesus on the 
way: ‘* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
tiving Gad,”’ 

When the disciples heard the voice, they 
were afraid, and hid their faces. (Show the 
picture.) Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, ‘‘ Arise, and be not afraid.’’ ‘The 
cloud passed, and when they looked up they 
saw only Jesus. 

As they started down the mountain, Jesus 
told them to keep the secret for a while. 
They talked to each other and asked Jesus 
some questions, They never forgot the 
wonder and the glory of what they saw that 
day. Surely they felt like praying, ‘‘ Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory "’ 
I wonder if they didn’t sing, 


** Holy, holy, holy, 
Holy is the Lord, 
Holy is his dear name, 
Holy is his Word." 
—Carols, 25 cents, Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago. 


No wonder that Peter wanted such a 
beautiful sight to last always. 

After the Lesson.—What day is next 
Thursday. Some children wish that such 
days as Thanksgiving and Christmas could 
last always. ‘Those are happy holidays, but 
we need some days for work and school. 
(Talk over your Thanksgiving plans and re- 
ceive the offering suggested last week.) 
Sing several suitable songs : 


** Can a little child like me 
‘Thank the Father fittingly ?’’ etc. 
(Songs for Little People. The Pilgrim Press. 60c.) 


Or, 
* Father of all, in heaven above, 
We thank thee for thy love."’ 

(Song Stories for the Sunday-school; C. F. Summy, 
Bs cents). 

Or, ‘* Enter: into His Gates with Thanksgiv- 
ing’’ and ‘*God’s Goodness,” both from 
** Carols.’’ 

Hand-work.—Let each child draw the 
snow-capped mountain, and write or paste 
under, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son. Hear 
him,’’ 

Home Work.—Make Thanksgiving happy 
for others. 


Cuicaco, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Helen Gill Lovett 


I. The Vision. 
Il, The Voice. 
IfI. Our Transfigurations. 


HAT a wonderful vision those disciples 

had that day! What is a vision? 

Once a young peasant girl in France 

had visions and they inspired her to lead a 

strange but wonderful life. Then I told of 
Joan of Arc. 

I. Zhe Vision.—Who saw this vision of 
our lesson? When? Where? Why were 
only three taken? Why was that particular 
group chosen? Note what they saw; the 
meaning of the vision; its effect on their 
faith. Recall, in review, how and why their 





faith had receded like the tide. Note Peter’s 
suggestion, his mistake; why not stay on 
the mountain? Mention visions men 
had along other lines; namely, Columbus, 
Edison, Livinguéne; and' to what service 
the vision led them. f 

Il. Zhe Voice.—What voice was heard at 
this time? Explain what it meant to Jesus 
to hear it. Refer to the girls bringing 
their —- from school and hearing father 
sys ‘*My beloved daughter, I am_ well 


Pp p 
‘To the disciples it meant that the question’ 
of Jesus’ authority was forever settled. They 


who had best obeyed his will knew best his | 


authority. Recall the verse for the quarter, 
John 7 : 17. 
Ill. Our Transfi 


rations.—In Jesus’ 


life this is called his Transfiguration. I ex- |, 


plained the word. Note that in his life it 
was a reward and a preparation for his hard 
days to follow. Are our lives transfigured 
to-day? In our own church-membership 
were proofs that they are, 

A transfigured life begins with prayer; 
therefore let us pray more earnestly to be 
made usable. ‘Then we-must keep our eyes 
open for the vision of opportunity for service. 
Do you see .a little place. where you could 
work for Jesus’ sake? In doing every ser- 
vice as-unto him, you will hear the voice, 
** My beloved daughter, I am well pleased,’ 
and when your ‘‘ way of the Cross ’’ comes, 
you will remember this, and be glad and 
strong. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Markg: 14-29. What opportunity 
would have been missed had Jesus remained 
on the mount? 

Read Mark 9 : 14-29. Why did Jesus 
repeat the words, ‘‘If thou canst’’? Which 
word did he emphasize ? 

Read Mark 9 : 14-29. Why couldn’t the 
disciples cure the boy? Without Jesus, 
what does a disciple’s effort amount to? 

Read Matthew 17: 14-21. Why did Jesus 
seem to be discouraged withehis disciples ? 

Read Luke 9 : 37-42. What effect would 
this lack of faith and inability to cure the 
boy have on the crowd ? 

Memorize Mark 9 : 23., Did the cure of 
that boy depend on Jesus? Who is to blame 
if Jesus does not do much in our lives? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


A Boy’s-E ye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 


WENT early last Sunday to give teacher 
that egg. He put me todrawing a map 
of Palestine on the board to keep me 

out of mischief. Soon as class took up, he 
pulled out the picture of a mountain cut out 
of a paper, and told Skinny to pin it on the 
map for Mt. Hermon. Skinny got it after 
a while, and teacher said one of the most 
amazing scenes in the world’s history took 
place there, 

_ ** George, did you find out what they were 
doing up on the mountajn ?’’ he asked. 

‘*Having an all-night prdyer-meeting,’’ 

answered Bulldog, ‘‘ only some of them went 
to sleep.’’ 

Teacher had us name those who were 


there, and asked Carl what the disciples had | 


been doing all the week. 

‘¢T guess they’d just been sitting ’round,”’ 
said Carl,—‘‘ they felt so bad about Jesus’ | 
dying.’’ 

‘¢That’s right,’’ nodded teacher, ‘* They 
were studying on their hard lessons.’? He 
reviewed us on what those lessons were, and 
then put them on the board like this : 





JESUS IS THE CHRIST 
THE CHRIST MUST DIE 











‘*This mountain was another school,’’ he 
went on, ‘- where God. was going to teach 
them the same things in another way. First 
he gave them an object lesson of Jesus’ 
divinity. What was it?’’ 

** You mean his being all shiny ?’’ asked 
Bert. 

‘* Yes,’? answered teacher. ‘* God wanted 
to make them so sure on this point that 
they wouldn’t doubt it when flesus was 
killed.’’ 





Then he had Bert read the description he 
had written. It sure sounded wonderful, | 
**] den’t see how he could shine so,’’ 

grumbled Bulldog. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Lantern Slides of 
SuperiorQuality 


From Negatives Made by 
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for Our Exclusive Use, of 
Italy, Rome, Egypt, Palestine, Greece 
Holland, Belgium and Ireland 
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cational purposes, as well as for Lectures 
on Art, Travel, History and Science, 

Slides for Sunday Schools and Churches. 


Our stock is the largest in the WORLD 
Over 150.000 Subjects to Select 
from for Purchase or Rental 


STEREOPTICONS for Home Enter- 
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in selecting nourishment devoid 
of starches and sugar, 
| should know that the food- 


value of cod liver oil as 
emulsified in Scott’s Emul- 
sion is a wonderful help. 
Its concentrated fats are 
highly nutritious, and its 
glycerine is a medical substi- 
tute for sugar in diabetes. 


Scott’s Emulsion contains no 
sugar, alcohol or narcotic. /It is 
wholesome body-nourishment. i 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 24 (Mark 9: 2-13) 
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Select Notes for 1913 


By Rev. F. N. bet. Cloth, $1.00. 
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Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, 1913 
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Teacher only smiled, and brought out an 
egg-tester that he had borrowed down at the 
poultry house. He covered up all the holes 
but the one he put my egg in. Then he 
fixed the light, and, sir, that egg looked so 
shiny you could almost see right through it. 

‘¢That’s what transfigured means,’’ he 
said, Then he took the egg away, and had 
us put our fingers over the hole to see how 
bright they looked around the edges. : 

‘Just suppose that light was a thousand 
times brighter,’’ he said, ‘* We could hardly 
bear to look at our hands,’’ Then he ex- 
ple‘wed how Jesus’ transfiguration was the 
way he looked before he came down to 
earth, and the way he looks now since he 
went back to heaven. 

He said by tabernacles Peter meant brush 
houses like the boy scouts make and like the 

ews camped in at the Jerusalem feasts. 
hen he asked Carl if he found out why the 
disciples wanted to stay on the mountain. 

‘*They’d rather have him always shiny 
instead of his being killed,’’ answered Carl. 

** Why couldn’t they stay, James?’’ was 
the next question, 

**] don’ know,’’ sighed Skinny. 

** Why couldn’t you stay longer when we 
went camping last summer? ”’ he said. 

‘* Had to come home and help mother,”’’ 
answered Skinny, kind of sad. Mrs. Ross 
has to take in washing, you know, 

Teacher smiled at him sort of loving and 
said : 

‘‘ Even Jesus had to léave his mountain of 
privilege for the mountain of sacrifice. ‘That’s 
the law of the kingdom. William, here, 
couldn’t finish that football game the other 
night because it was chore-time,’’ and he 
laid his hand right,on my shoulder. ‘‘ You 
boys can’t always be in a Sunday-school 
class,’? he went on. ‘‘Some day you’ll be 
needed as teachers.’’ Then he put on the 
board 





PRIVILEGE POINTS TO SERVICE 











and told that story about the monk that left 
a vision of Christ to give a hand-out to some 


beggars, and when he got back the vision 
was brighter than ever. ‘* That’s the way to 
the richest joys,’’ he said, as he finished the 
board so it all looked like this : 





JESUS IS THE CHRIST 
THE CHRIST MUST DIE 
rr inl 
PRIVILEGE POINTS TO SERVICE 
SACRIFICE BRINGS DELIGHT 

















He had us name the two teachers that 
came from heaven to help the disciples learn 
the second lesson, 

‘* What did they talk about, Fred?’’ he 
asked. 

‘*Luke says they talked about Jesus’ 
death,’? answered Fred, ‘‘ but I can’t see 
why.’”’ 

‘‘Well,” said teacher, ‘‘if the disciples 
saw that these men thought it-all right for 
Jesus to die, wouldn’t that help the disci- 
ples to believe it was God’s plan ?”’ 

** What other teacher helped them? ’’ was 
the next question. 

‘* A voice came out of the cloud,’’ we an- 
swered, 

** Now, Charlie,’’ teacher went on, ‘‘ what 
special thing did the voice mean when it 
said, ‘ Hear him’’’ ? 

‘* That’s a sticker on me,’’ said Bumps. 

** Well,’? went on teacher, ‘‘what had 
Jesus said that they did not want to 
hear?’’ 

‘*That about his death, I guess,’? Bumps 
thought. ‘* Peter told him not to say it any 
more.”’ 

‘* That’s it,’’ said teacher. ‘*God’s voice 
told them they must believe this too, as well 
as the other sayings of Jesus.’’ 

The next question was a queer one, 
‘*Are there any transfigurations going on 
to-day?’’ 

‘*No, sir,’? I answered. ‘*We don’t 
need them because we understand about the 
crucifixion.”’ 





**VYes,”’ said teacher, ‘‘we understand, 





and many vile lives have been changed into 
glorious ones, but there is still need for every 
disciple to show how beautiful is a life that 
Christ shines through.’’ 

Bert’s slip for next time says: ‘* Why 
couldn’t the disciples cast out this evil 
spirit?’’ Bulldog’s is, ‘* What did the dis- 
ciples do with this case?’’ Skinny’s got, 
** What did the scribes say to the disci- 
ples?’’ Carl has to find out why the disci- 
ples had stopped praying. I’m to tell why 
they didn’t take the sick boy to Jesus at 
first, and Fred has to take his bicycle-pump 
over to the teacher Saturday night. 


The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Transfiguration (Mark g : 2-13; 
Matt. 17: 13; Luke 9 : 28-36) 


BOUT a week after the great confession 
of Messiahship, Jesus, who had been 
talking to incredulous disciples about 

the cost of Messiahship and of discipleship, 
and probably making but slight impression 
on their minds, took a new step in advance. 
It was no part of his plan to minimize the 
glory of Messiahship. Rather did he aim, 
as always afterward, to connect the two 
hitherto unrelated ideas of glory and self- 
sacrifice, the former through the latter. 

Taking with him three disciples he 
ascended a high mountain. These three 
went with him on great and solemn occa- 
sions, perhaps because they were most 
truly sympathetic and comprehending and 
thoughtful. Mark does not give any reason 
for the privacy, but Luke 9 : 28 declares 
that Jesus went away to pray. 

This may give us a clue to the acted para- 
ble. Jesus was led to special prayer at this 
time by the events on which his mind- was 
fixed, about which he had been talking with 
such earnestness. ‘‘ His spirit was glorified 
by dwelling in the midst of these high pur- 
poses and resolves until its glory broke 
through the veil of flesh and irradiated his 
whole being.”’ 





The mountain which the company ascended 
is unnamed. Christian tradition favored 
Tabor as the scene of the Transfiguration, 
but opinion now inclines to Hermon, The 
narrative affords no clue which gives cer- 
tainty, although Mark 9 : 30 points to Her- 
mon. The exact location is of slight im- 
portance, There may be significance in the 
fact that few or hone of the scenes of im- 
portant events in the life of Jesus are 
accurately known. 

It may be true that the transfiguring on the 
mount was as unexpected to Jesus as it was 
to the three witnesses, another opportune 
testimony to him as well as to them 
* his Heavenly Father’s watchfulness and 
ove. 

The Three were to watch with him while 
he prayed. Luke tells us they were strug- 
gling with sleepiness when suddenly. there 
came a change which made them instantly 
wide-awake and alert. As Jesus prayed, a 
heavenly light illumined his countenance, 
and his whole personality was radiant with 
dazzling brightness, passing the power of 
words to describe. He was not alone, Two 
men were’ talking with him, whom they 
knew to be Moses and Elijah, discussing 
his approaching death. Soon they seemed 
to be about to depart, and Peter, hardly 
knowing what he said, proposed that he 
make three tabernacles or tents that all 
might remain together. But a cloud over- 
shadowed them all, out of which came a voice, 
which witnessed concerning Jesus, ‘‘ This is 
my beloved Son: hear ye him.’’ 

After the voice they looked around, and 
saw no one but Jesus, who came to them in 
his natural, familiar form with a reassuring 
word. i 
. The transfiguration seems to have been 
intended, among other things, to assure’ the 
disciples that the approaching death, which 
so sorely troubled them, was really inline 
with prophetic expectations. 

Evidently the real meaning was not at first 
grasped by the disciples. No wonder Jesus 
charged them to keep the incident locked 
within their breasts until the course of events 
should make it intelligible. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





November 18 to 24 


E ARE inclined to take too much for 
granted in judgment of others. We 
excuse ill conditions saying, 

** What can one e t?’’ ** How could he 
be anything else?’’ This is not fair nor sen- 
sible. Jesus Christ did not so much see the 
man as he was, as the man he might be- 
come; he saw in man that which man did 
not see in himself, All men are not totally 
responsible for-what they are, but when en- 
lightened they are responsible for what they 
become. . 

‘* Why are you pensive?’’ asked a friend 
of his companion. He had been listening 
to the careless bravado utterance of a coarse- 
mouthed lad who had been holding spell- 
bound a dozen other lads in the train by 
his sapid words and winsome personality. 
**IT have been thinking,’’ he re lied, ** what 
a mighty power that young fellow would be 
if he had a chance.’’ Christ saw that possi- 
bility in men and accepted it. 

A swearing Galilean fisherman gained far- 
sighted attention, and followed his invitation. 
He became the fearless spokesman of the 
early church, 

An angered, violent persecutor was arrested 
by a blinding light, and entered Damascus 
to pray and heed instead of to blaspheme and 
destroy. He became the logical framer of 
the early faith, ; 

Dwight L. Moody. changed a dangerous 
gang-leader into a revivalist. by facing him 
and asking him to help him on with his coat. 

When we are ready to appraise men with- 
out Christ on the basis of their changed val- 
uation with Christ we shall appreciate the 
price he paid to save men. 





Mon.—Mark 9 : 2-13. The Transfiguration. 

The words and advice of Peter had no in- 
fluence ; a Greater was to speak. He gave 
a testimony of Christ, ‘*‘ This is my beloved 
Son,’’ but he added; ** Hear ye him,’’ ‘rhe 
Mount of Transfiguration is not only'a vision 

int, it is a pulpit, but the preacher is Christ 

imself. To see Christ. means transfigured 
lives ; to hear him, transfigured characters. 

Lead us, we pray thee, our loving Lord, 
away from the scenes and words of this 
world into the place of height and quiet 
where we may see and hear thee. May we 
see ** Jesus only,”’ and hear thee alone, that 
we may go down into life’s need, and help 
and save and transform, in thy name. Amen, 


Tues.—Exod. 34: 29-35. A Shining Face. 

The face of Moses was the face of one who 
came from the presence of God. Our very 
faces should show that we love Christ, and 
the more we arein his presence the more 
others will realize the power of his life. Joy, 
peace, and wisdom are gifts of God, and show 
in the very face of one who is with him. 

Help us, our heavenly Father, to live in 
thy presence. May we take time to separate 
ourselves from the affairs of this life, and 
even from our companions, that we may be 
alone with thee. May we “reflect as a mir- 
ror the glory of the Lord Jesus.’’ We ask 
it in Christ’s name, Amen, 


Wed.—John 12 : 20-28. Glory Through Death. 
The death of self means the life of Christ 
if we are consecrated to him and aiming to 
do his will. Selfish lives cannot be Christ- 
lives. The figure ef the grain of wheat fall- 
ing into the ground and dying is a beautiful 
one, when one sees the waving grain and 
compares it with the small commonplace 
grain in the seed. What a transformation ! 
Dear Father, may we be willing to give 
up that which we hold dear that we may 
attain to the highest in thee. May selfish- 
ness die that Christ may arise in our lives. 
Help us to-day to give up, in order that we 
may give out, to deny ourselves that we may 
be able to give to others in thyname. Amen. 


Thurs.—Col. 1 : 9-23. Pre-eminent in Glory. 

It is wonderful to give God the pre-emi- 
nent place in our lives. Others may hold 
eminent places, but his is first. In all the 
wonderful requests which Paul made for the 
Colossians, we see how high his ideal for 
them was. If we are to give Him the pre- 
eminent place, we must not only be strength- 
ened with all power, but must increase in the 
knowledge of God. 





We pray thee, aur heavenly Father, that 
we may so follow the teachings and precepts 
of Paul in this wonderful prayer for the 
Colossians that we may be translated into 
the kingdom of the Son of God from the 
ordinary experiences cf our everyday life. 
May heaven begin below because Christ is 
indwelling in our lives. We ask it in his 
dear name, Amen, 


Fri.—John 1: 9-18. The True Light of Glory. 
When we were children we quoted the 
verse, 
** Of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
‘The saddest are these, ‘ |t might have been.’ 


The saddest reality of many a life is the con- 
sciousness that one has failed to recognize 
Christ early in his life. 

Help us, O God, to see the true light, and 
to turn from the artificial light of this 
world, As thou hast given to every man 
this wonderful light, may we receive that 
which thou hast given. As thou dost come 
to thine own, may we be among those who 
receive thee and not those who reject thee. 
May this apply in the simple duties of every- 
day life. In thy name we ask it, Amen. 


Sat.—Col. 1 : 24-29, Hope of Glory. 

It takes a great man to rejoice in suffering, 
in present-time difficulties, in pain and in 
sorrow ; but the man who has his eye on the 
future, who has a real faith, and who realizes 
that this is preparatory for future glory, can 
live that kind of a life. 

We thank thee, O God, for this wonderful 
testimony of Paul, He gave to us the sure 
and definite proof that we have in Christ the 
‘*hope of glory.”’ Not a mere glory of our 
own, but the glory of him who died for us, 
and who ever liveth to intercede for us. In 
his name we ask it, Amen. 


Sun.—2 Cor.3: 12-18. Transformed by Beholding. 

Of all the verses of Scripture, the sixteenth 
verse of the third chapter of Second Corinth- 
ians is one of the most inspiring. We are 
mirrors facing Christ in the light; we may 
reflect him, and others seeing us will not see 
us at all, but will see him. 


Help us, O God, to do just what thisverse 
prompts us to do. Face thee, behold thee, 
reflect thee, so that men may not see us at 
all, but see thee in us. May we be mirrors 
before our daily companions, reflecting thy 
lifeand beauty in our daily tasks. In thy 


name, Amen, 








‘Proud and Glad”’ 
Because Mother Looked so Well After Quitting 
Coffee 


An Ohio woman was almost distracted 
with coffee dyspepsia and heart trouble. 

Like thousands of others, the drug 
_ oe —in coffee was slowly but 
steadily undermining her nervous system 
and interfering with natural digestion of 
food. (Tea is just as injurious as coffee 
because it contains caffeine, the poison- 
ous drug found in coffee.) 

‘*For 30 years,” she writes, ‘‘I have 
used coffee. Have always been sickly— 
had heart trouble and dyspepsia with 
ulcers in stomach and mouth so bad, 
sometimes, I was almost distracted and 
could hardly eat a thing for a week. 

‘*T could not sleep for nervousness, and 
when I would lie down at night I'd belch 
up coffee and my heart would trouble 
me. It ‘was like poison to me. I was 
thin—onl weighed 148 Ibs., when I quit 
coffee and began to use Postum. 

‘‘From the first day that belching and 
burning in my stomach stopped. I 
could sleep as soundly as any one and, 
after the first month, wheneverI met 
any friends they would ask me what was 
making me so fleshy and looking so well. 

‘‘Sometimes, before I could answer 
quick enough, one of the children or my 
husband would say, ‘Why, that is what 
Postum is doing for her’—they were all 
‘so proud and glad. 

‘*When I recommend it to anyone I al- 
ways tell them to follow directions in 
making Postum, as it is not good to taste 
if weak, but fine when it has the flavor 
and rich brown color.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” inpkgs. ‘‘ There’s aréason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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Cut.a Rolled Gold Plate 
KREMENTZ 
Cuff Button 


Bean and Post 
fn half, and you see why it is the 
t Cuff Button made. 
© solder joints to break—the face 
is locked on so it cannot be pulled 
off. The+thickest metal is in the 
post, where the greatest wear 
com: 


es. 

A te of gold is rolled on the 
me: packing, and after years of 
wear the gold is still there, which 
is not the case with other plated 
goods. The name KREMENTZ 
on the button protects you. 

j and™ haber 










ms, and the Krementz 

in Clutch Studs aud Vest 

Buttons, in various attractive 

tterns and in all grades, from 

olled Gold Plate to the most 
expensive. 


Put up in attractive boxes for Christmas gifts. 
Send for booklet telling how they are made, 
_and showing many designs, 
123 Chestnut St., 
Krementz & Co., Ntwank’ ns: 
The Largest Manufacturers of Fine Jewelry in the World. 
The Pratt Teachers’ Agency 
70 Fifth Avenue, New York 
, Recommends teachers to colleges, public and private 


schools in all parts of the country. 
Advises parents about schools. Wm.O.Pratt,Mer. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage: 


Five or more copiés, ‘either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
_ copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 


Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in 4 club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times.will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more Copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, £.C., will receive yeariy or 
half-yeariy subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Philadeipnia to the subscribers. 
Mr, Downie can aiso suppiy tne other publications of 
The Sunday School ‘limes Company. 


Tue SunpDAy SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 























LESSON FOR NOV. 24 (Mark 9 ; 2-13) 
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the damage and the 
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The Hartford Fire 
Company has in its hundred years 
and more of | life, paid the : enor- 
mous sum of 150 millions of dollars 
This 
is the largest amount paid by any 
fire insurance company, but the 
Hartford is to-day stronger than 
at any time in its history. So when 


to make good losses by fire. 








you need fire insurance 


INSIST on the HARTFOR 
Ageats Everywhere 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, November 24, 1912 


The Chris Virtues. XII. Gratitude 
(Psa. 147: 1-20). (Thanksgiving 
Day me -) 

















SHORTHAND 
IN 30 DAYS 


We absolutely guarantee to teach shorthand com- 
ete in only pues dl days. You can learn in spare 
time in your own home, no matter where you live. 
No need to spend months as with old systems. 
Boyd's Syllabic System is easy to learn—easy 
to write—easy to read. Simple. Practical. Speedy. - 
Sure. Noruled lines—no positions—no shading, 
as in other systems. No long list of word signs to 
confuse. ONLY NINE CHARACTERS to learn 
and you have the entire English (or any other) 
language at your ABSOLUT COMMAND. The 
best system for a, A ma private secretaries, 
newspaper reporters, lawyers, ministers, teachers, 
physicians, literary folk and business men may 
now learn shorthand for their own use. Does not 
take continual daily practice as with other sys- 
tems. Our graduates hold oy ade positions 
everywhere. Send to-day for booklets, testimo- 
nials, guarantee offer, etc. 


CHICAGO CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS 
921 Chicago Opera House Block, Chicago, Ill. 



















































vu 9 L AMME 


Trial lesson explaining Home Instruction FREE. 
GEO. A. LEWIS. 162 Adelaide St., Detroit, Mich 











When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 









| Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoON.—Abel’s thanksgiving (Gen. 4 : 3-8). 

+» TUES. —First cae yi Gastagiving (Exod. 
15 : 1-18). 

WED.—God's thanksgiving call (Psa. 100). 

THUR.—A Christian thanksgiving (Acts 


4 2 23-31). 

Fri.—A theme for thanksgiving (Col. 
3 rnp. 

Sat.—Heaven's thanksgiving (Rev. 
5 : 8-14). 











Name causes for gratitude. 
How can we best show gratitude ? 


What cause have you for thanksgiving over 
the past year? 


ee ERE there not ten cleansed? But 

where are the -nine?’’ Jesus’ 

question when but one of the 
lepers whom he had healed returned to 
thank him would be applicable to about the 
same proportion of God’s children generally. 
Perhaps, indeed, it is even an overestimate 
to say that one-tenth of the people of the 
world, who owe all that they have to God, 
ever come to him to thank him for it. 


% 
Here and there there is even one who 
curses him and curses life. This is James 
Thompson’s terrible outcry : 


** It was the dark delusion of a dream, 
‘That living Person, conscious and supreme, 
Whom we must curse for cursing us with life ; 
Whom we must curse because the life He 
gave 
Could not be buried in the quiet grave, 
Could not be killed by poison or by knife.’’ 


This is the terrible limit of faithless ingrati- 
tude, 
& 


But we who would never go to this are 
yet even more neglectful of God than poor 
James Thompson. He could not put God 
out of his thought. We too easily forget 
him and go through our days not actually 
rejecting him,‘ but practically behaving as 
atheists who have no God. 

The Christian attitude is expressed in 
Jesus’ words, ‘‘I thank thee, Father.’’ 
There i¢*in these simple words a great 
theology, and the principle of a strong ‘and 
restful life. The man who says every day 
and every hour of every day and before all 
the experiences of life, ‘‘I thank thee, 
Father,’? and who in Christ’s name lives in 
the thankful consciousness of God, is a 
Christian, 

~% 


The thankful spirit is the opposite of the 
querulous, critical spirit. It is the spirit of 
oo of contented goodwill. And this 
is the spirit which we need.‘ In America 
we are almost always captious, complaining, 
critical. Children are scolded or cajoled or 
humored, and in their turn become harsh- 
mannered, self-willed, reluctant. A spirit 
of thankfulness poured over life would trans- 
form it, 

& 


If we do not say, ‘‘I thank thee, O God, 
my Father,’’ we shall not be punctilious 
about thanking God’s children, we shall 
probably complain when they do not please 
us, and take it as a matter of course when 
they do. And if we think that all the world 
revolves around us, and that everything 
should be done by everybody just for our 
convenience alone, we shal! soon work our- 
selves into a frame of mind where we shall 
not thank God or man for anything. 


Have God’s gifts, innumerable and suffi- 
cient, never taught us this lesson of his 
creative and purposeful love ? 


** Yet gifts Should prove their use : 
I own the Past profuse 
Of power each side, perfection every turn : 
Eyes, ears took in their dole, 
Brain. treasured up the whole ; 
Should not the heart beat once, ‘ How good 
to live and learn’ ? 


** Not once beat ‘ Praise be thine ! 
1 Sa ten poe 1 Love perfect, 
» who saw power, see now too : 
Potfost I call thy plan, 
Thanks that I was a man! 
Maker, remake, complete—I trust what thou 
shalt do!’"’ . 





( Chitdren at Home 


Grandfather’s Surprise 
By Sarah N. McCreery 


he H, GRANDFATHER, we are going 
to have the best time to-morrow !”’ 
exclaimed Ned Andrews as he came 
on the porch. ‘* We are going to the park 
for a picnic, and it is the very first picnic we 
have had this summer.’’ 

**I am glad you are to have such a good 
time,’? and Mr. Dayton smiled at his grand- 
son, ‘Tell me what you are going to do 
when you get to the park.’”’ 

** We will look at the flowers first, then we 
will feed the monkeys, take a ride in a boat 
on the lake, and play ‘catch the ball.’ The 
last thing will be supper and we are to have 
ice-cream,’’ he added in a solemn tone. 

**You surely will have a good time,’’ Mr. 
Dayton agreed. ‘‘I would like to see the 
flowers in the park myself, I have not been 
out there for three years. I'used to like pic- 
nic suppers with salad eggs, baked beans 
and—”’ 

** Why, Grandfather, we are to have those 
very things,’’ interrupted Ned. ‘* Why can’t 

u go to the picnic with us? There’s just 
Willy, Jack Carson, Mother and I, now 
couldn’t you go?’’ 

Mr. Dayton shook his head with a smile. 
**No, my rheumatism is too bad. I cannot 
walk to the street-car and back, so I could 
not think of walking around the park.”’ 

*¢ 1 am sorry that you can’t go,’’ and Ned’s 
face was sober as he ran off the porch. He 
found his brother, Willy, busy at the sand 
pile. ‘*Grandfather likes picnics,’’ he said, 
** and he would like to go to ours to-morrow.”’ 

**Can’t he go?’ asked Willy without stop- 
ping his play. 

** No, because he’s too stiff with rheuma- 
tism to do any walking,’’ Ned explained. 
‘¢] thought perhaps we could have the pic- 
nic right here in our yard then grandfather 
could go.”’ 

‘‘Let’s do it!’’ Willy agreed. ‘*We 
wouldn’t have a boat ride or feed the mon- 
keys, but we could do those some other 





row,’’ declared Ned. ‘* Jack won’t care, be- 
cause it is our picnic; we just invited him.’’ 

The next afternoon, three boys awakened 
Mr. Dayton, who was dozing in his chair. 
‘* You are going to our picnic, Grandfather, ’’ 
Willy told him. > 

‘*Bless you, I can’t go,’’ objected his 
grandfather. 

‘*Yes you can, we will take your chair,’’ 
said Jack Carson. 

Then Mr. Dayton got up slowly and fol- 
lowed the boys with the chair to the back 
yard. ‘*This is the picnic-ground,’’ Ned 
announced when the chair was placed under 
the shade of a tree, and the old gentleman 
was surprised and pleased. 

There was a game of ‘‘ catch the ball’? in 
which Mr. Dayton joined, although he had to 
sit in his chair, then he superintended the 
building of a sand fort with a trench around 
it to keep out the enemy, then other games 
made the afternoon pass so quickly that the 
boys could scarcely believe it was supper time, 
when Mrs. Andrews came to set the table. 

**T tell you, I am glad we had our picnic 
here, so grandfather could come,’’ said Ned 
as he finished the last spoonful of his second 
dish of ice-cream. 

**T am too,’’ echoed Willy and Jack. 

‘*T am more glad than any of you,’’ de- 
clared Mr. Dayton. ‘I had really forgotten 
how much fun a picnic was. I have had such 
a good time to-day that I intend to have a 
picnic of my own next Tuesday, that is just 
a week from to-day. I will invite—’’ he 
closed his eyes and thought a moment, ‘‘I 
will invite Jack Carson, Willy and Ned An- 
drews,’’ he said with aesmile, ‘* We will 
have ice-cream too.’’ 

Then the three boys clapped their hands 
with delight. ‘* We will come,’’ they all as- 
sured him. 

BURLINGTON, IOWA, 
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Specimen of Type. 


ees Self-Pronouncing. clear type, and sold in leathes 
Cc 
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Specimenof Type. 


Dect Jes. 


The Holman Pica Edition 
of the Testament is the best 
type Testament made. Self. 
Pronouncing. 


The above edition of the 
Testament can also be had 
with the Psalms, 


Bibles in Sia 


Languages 
A. J. HOLMAN CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Carols 


SIX BOOKLETS 


with the most favorite 

Old Christmas Carols 

—each booklet a com- 

plete Carol Service. | 

_ SC. each or $2.50 per 
hundred. 


A sample set of the six sent 
F™ on receipt of Ten Cents. “eR 


The H. W. Gray Co., 21 £. 17th St, N. Y. 
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‘Methodist Episcopal as’ 


E. A. Yeakel, Agt., 1018 Arch St., P! elphia, Pa. 

Headquarters for publications of Methodist Book 

Concern. Send us all orders for Christmas Serv- 

’ Sungies,ne matter by om published. 

ull Line Bibles, Sunday-school Supplies, Boys’ and 
Girls’ Books, Xmas Cards, Calenaars, etc. 

"s Notes, 1913, $1.00; postage, 10c. 


S. S. Lesson 
‘arbell’s Teachers’ Guide, 1913, $1.00: i 
SEND 10c. STAMPS far 6 batXMAS SERVICES 


Our Misunderstood Bible 


By H. Clay Trumbull, D.D. 
Price, $1.00, net. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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| Workers’ Questions 
Answered 





For the Younger Grades 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


JACKSON, MICH.—In a former school we 
used a which was strong 
and beautifal, but I cannot recall it, not even 
the first line ; but the refrain, ‘‘ We thank thee 
with hearts ‘that are tender and true,’ still 
ringsy in my ears, Can you —" it for me? 

L. P, 


.—M. 


HE song to which you refer is called a 
‘* Patriotic Hymn.’’ ‘The words are 
by Margaret E. Sangster; the music 
by F, S. Knowlton. It begins as follows: 


“For peace and for plenty, for freedom, for 


rest, 
For joy in the land, from the east to the west ; 
For the dear starry flag, with its red, white, 


and 
, We thank thee from hearts that are tender 


and true. 
We thank thee from hearts that are tender 
and true,"’ 


‘The following verses refer to other blessings 
which have been given to us during the year, 
and breathe of the thanksgiving spirit. The 
music is strong and inspiring, and admirably 
suits the words. It is a fine hymn for the 
Thanksgiving season. 

It is found in ‘* Primary and Junior Songs 
for the Sunday School,’’ by Mari R. Hofer. 
(Chicago: Clayton F. ‘Summy Co, 40 cents.) 
It is credited as from ‘‘ Nature Songs for 
Children,’’ and used by permission of the 
Milton Bradley Co. 


HARRISBURG, PA.—-We have considered the 
idea of a donation party for Thanksgiving 
week, but have wondered if it would interfere 
with our give-away Christmas plans. At the 
latter season we plan to-give to others, yet 
having some slight remembrance for the 
younger children, Each year we need, or 
rather have ooponenity. to give away a good 
deal to needy families, so we have wondered if 
our school would feel it too much to give at 
both seasons. ‘The homes represented by our 
pupils are most of them in moderate circum- 
stances, though there are a few who’ are quite 
poor.—L. D. R. 


HERE are many schools who not only 
have a give-away plan for both Thanks- 
giving and Christmas, but carry out 

the same principle during the picnic season 


plans each time being adapted to the season. 

At the Thanksgiving party, plan to have 
the gifts donated by classes rather than by 
individuals, and then there can be no em- 
barrassment to any person. As far as possi- 
ble let the plans be worked out and pushed 
by the senior pupils or classes, Take them 


and execute. A plan which has been found 
workable is to have the committee in charge 
make a list of things which would be needed, 
and have them suggest that nothing of a 
perishable nature sh at be given, This will 
enable the distributing committee to retain 
many of the staple articles or canned goods 
until later in the season for a time of special 
need. 

This event should be so planned as to 
contribute to the social life of the school, 
and, according to the size of the departments, 
decide whether you will have one or more 
parties. It may be best for the younger 
children to entertain their parents in the 
afternoon, yet carrying out the give-away 
plan, and the older school in the evening, 
thus giving them an opportunity to bring 
their parents and school friends with them. 
It is with the older pupils that the individual 
classes will take pleasure in preparing their 
gifts for presentation, so that the rest of the 
school can share in the enjoyment. 

In one school where this is a feature each 
autumn the pupils exercise a good deal of 
ingenuity in getting up their donation party. 
One class may give coal, and so may dress 
as miners, sing a miners’ song, tell a story 
of mining life, and present their gift. A 
class of girls may dress as Priscilla maidens, 
~ or a class of boys as Pilgrim Fathers, and 
each give an appropriate gift and offer a bit 
of entertainment in keeping with both attire 
and gift. To be sure, you do not know but 
that a class of boys will with great glee 
present their turkeys alive, or bring in live 
ducks, to represent some famous football 
team, and their **‘poem’’ may be a take-off 
on their fellow-classmates; but it is all a 





part of the party, and while it ma 

things lively for a time, is all clean. 
fun, The result to the pupils is always 
beneficial, and the amount received for the 
needy is usually astonishingly large. 





Books Worth Noting 


_ Egypt By A. H. Tuttle) .— 
The journey beh pore Israel from Egypt to Canaan 
has often been the subject of spiritual expo- 
sition and on. The present volume 
is one of the 
It takes the narrative as it stands, and draws 
most helpful, intellectual, and spiritual les- 
sons for daily life. The treatment is mascu- 
line, free from undue “‘spiritualizing,’’ and 
marked by not a little able expository work, 
Altogether it is a book to be read and pon- 
dered by preachers and hearers, (Eaton & 
Mains, $1 net.) 


The Law of the Ten Words (By J. 
Oswald Dykes, D, D.) is a reissue in ch 
form of one of the best modern books on the 
Ten Commaadments, Dr. Dykes wasaman 
of marked ability both as pastor and as prin- 
cipal of a theological college, and his exposi- 
tions of the ‘*‘en Words”? are full of good 
things well stated and forcefully applied. 
The book indicates with clearness and point 
the permanent principles underlying the 
Decalogue, and no student of the essential 
verities of the divine law for man should 
overlook it. (Doran, §0 cents net=) 


T. De Witt Talmage as | Knew Him 
(By the late T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.).— 
Dr. Talmage was unique. Thousands hung 
upon his lips, and tens of thousands read 
his sermons week by week with avidity and 
profit, ‘These will welcome this revealing 
volume, with its breezy flow of warm, pic- 
turesque, and often vagrant utterance, and 
will vividly recall the man as they read. In 
uttering his strong convictions, his extremely 
impressible temperament clothed these with 
a drapery of generous good-will, of easy 
tolerance, and ready kindliness. and sym- 
pathy, tinged with vivacious humor and 
aflame with ardor, His sermons and ad- 
dresses were the product of a high im- 
pressionistic art, whether consciously so 
or not. Few hearers are capable of con- 
tinuous thought, and Dr. Talmage became 














| ei lark ti ippin d holding the 
in the summer and at the Eastertide, the | parapet dear «Phe 4a, Sa a 


attention of people as he found them, The 
multitude like to ramble, and in these pages 
even more than in his sermons—pages ap- 
parently taken almost unchanged from his 
note-books and diaries—one rambles widely 
in very jolly company. The concluding |% 
pages of the book are from the pen of Mrs. 


| Talmage, and in a very graceful and gracious 
into your confidence, and let them suggest | 








way this section of the book adds much to 
the value of the volume. (Dutton, $3, net.) 


American Prohibition Year Book for 
1910, 1911, and 1912,—The man who re- 
fused to address a Sunday-school on Tem- 
perance because he was‘‘‘ talked out on that 
subject ten years ago’’ evidently had never 
ws himself in possession of the American 

rohibition Year Book. Should there chance 
to be another person in similar plight, this 
annuel is warranted to extricate him from his 
difficulty at a cost of not more than twenty- 
five cents a year, with its pages packed with 
the latest scientific, social, personal, eco- 
nomic, legislative, and political facts of the 
whole alcohol question, gathered from many 
lands. Its concise presentation of this wide 
range of facts in tables, diagrams, and terse 
sentences from noted men and women of 
varied interests, in summaries of recent 
events, reveals anew the enormous problem 
and the weight of evidence against the evil: 
The principles and purposes of the Prohibi- 
tien party are clearly set forth, especially in 
the 1912 edition. Itis an important hand- 
book for every one who has the slightest in- 
terest in keeping abreast of current history 
as it is being shaped in the world’s dealings 
with intoxicants. Not the least of the serv- 
ice done their readers by the authors is the 
inclusion of lists of recent books and publi- 
cations from which additional information 
can be obtained, while a thorough index 
makes all the material quickly available to 
the busy worker. The editions for 1910, 
191r, and 1912 have now been published 
in one volume of convenient size, (Na- 
tional Prohibition Press, 92 La Salle Street, 
Chicago, $1.) 
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make. 


test of these,and one of the best, : 
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Pennsylvania Station, New York 


Passengers of the Pennsylvania Railroad are delivered 
in New York at the Pennsylvania Station, one block from 
Broadway at 32nd Street, in the heart of the hotel district, 
and in easy access of all Trans-Atlantic piers, “which may 


be reached by conveyance or street cars. 


In Philadelphia passengers land at Broad Street Station, 
City Hall Square, in sight of a number of hotels and in 


easy reach of the piers by street ‘cars. 


Stop-over allowed at Washington, 


the National Capital. 


The complete and comprehensive train service of the 


Pennsylvania System between the East and West, the 


North and South, 
the seaboard. 





makes it the natural line of travel to 


YG) PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD 








Cl H R { T M Musle | fort the ures Obolrs no 


new service 
tor the Sun hoo wateepteen walter caeeie ane recita- 
tions; also Le encased x4 10 instruments. —— ord 


ce 2. ‘ice, postpaid, bic per dozen. Orch, Arr. 
close 10¢ in stamps for a roll of samp! 
TA.—Santa Claus, Jr., by 
Gabriel. Price 30c. h. Arr. for 10 in: see log 
HOLY NIGHT. For as a | Sunda School com- 
bined, ise per copy, #1.00 per doen.” BETHLEREM — 
Sacred Xmas Ch by Gabe riel. 400, postpaid 


sae hake 


Anthems, etc., for | HS Choir. Tveeenae © copy” free. 
—Our catalog. It describes 9 Christmas Choir 


FREE; 
ouareet “4 Dye 8. Cantatas. Anthem books. 
Pemalevoices, etc. FREE 


ia tied, { Ghlcag I, 337, W; Madison Se 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


stmas Day, a new Sunday-school Co: 
—- 5 cents. 
Happy Christmas Time, a new sy 
Concert Exercise, 5 cents. 
Recttations Dial s. and Songs. New, ro cents. 
Ready for Santa Claus, a new cantata for chil- 
os Sunday- jm me or day-school. 10cents. 
0 You Christmas Candy! A new sheet song for 
a group of children. Very taking. 25 cents. 
of the Highest. A fine, new oratorio for chor- 
uses or choirs. cents 
Ask for our " Christmas Catalog. It is filled with 
announcements of good things for fall and Christmas. 


j } 8 Elm S » Ci ti, O. 
Fillmore Misic Hous:, oes Bible Posse NY 


CHRISTMAS PACKAGE 


It is not too early. Now is the time. 

Send rocents for packet containing 6 services, 
1 Recitation book or Song story. 

40 cents’ worth of Christmas publications, 
all for 10 cents, if you send now. 

See the new "Young Folks’ Cantatas. The 
Same Old Santa, by C. A. Miles. Santa's 
Wishing Box, by E. D. Yale. 25c¢ each; money 
back if returned in 15 days, 


HALL-MACK Cs Soase,*: "tet 


CHRISTMAS PRAISES 


DFAT R vil mew service for 1912 
2.5 uy a 


copy of our t GREAT REV VAL HYMNS Sent 
of our other publi 


and catalogue cations, and especiall 

our re cent series of new octavo solos and duets, an 
our subscription plan to obtain all our new 
issues at half Price as soon as published. 


The Rodeheaver Co., 14 W. Washington St., Chicago, Ill. 











Xmas Services 


Three new will be found complete—songs, reci 
tations, ‘etc.—in the Christmas pane se 
BU ~””’ It also contains, "thematic selections 
from ‘* Santa’s Joy Factory ne new Chelstmas 
cantata for Sunday schools, iY it pages from. 
new ey ax jand Song Service Sotitled * o i 
Quest of the K 

THIS SO-PA of Caristmas material 
mailed postpaid. for 10 cents, or for 25 cents we mail 
it for a year (four issues). 

Returnable examination copies of S. S. or Choir 

mtatas or Story and Song Services sent on request. 


RNs 


265 West 36th St.,- 14 West Washington St., 
NEW YORK , cuicage. 


Lorenz’s Xmas §.S. Music 


Send 5 cents for complete assortment of new Christ- 
mas ee t von samples of three new 
a , pare ed pages of humorous and sacred 
canta 64-page catalog with coupons making it 
easy to examine co apiote copies of a great variety 
of Christmas publications for Sunday Schools 
Stamps accepted— —Mention ‘he Sunday School ‘limes. 


Lorent Publishing Company Serco" 1 Fs 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


wilt cing sod ge of hat _ 
ry sod thi ress 34 E. Yan uren & 




















HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
os the Pann segs - SCHOOL 
for better Sunday: 
A Reta Mae Masicw oe tune within the 


Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send for 
a sample copy 








The Century Co., Union Square, New Ya 


HALLOWED fiw en's 


NEW and OLD 


$25 per 100. ac 100, not prepaid. i hed cents per cae by mail. 
THE BIGLOW. & IN CC CO. New York or Chicago 














In ordering goods, or in making ingwtry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
én The Sunday School Times. 
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Lavmect Variety of Bibles 
Both in Ming James Version and By IF CHRIST WERE KING 


. American Standard Versions in 
all sizes of type and all styles of binding. A. E.Waffle, D.D. Or, The Kingdom of Heaven on Earth 

. ‘*Thy kingdom come.’’ What do we mean 

Nelson’s Bibles are the Best when we use the expression? What did Christ 


mean when he taught his disciples that prayer? 


FALL PUBLICATIONS 














Because our long experience of over 50 years in Bible ' No better answers to these questions could be 
making enables us to give you the very best expert given than in this book by Dr. Waffle. He clearly 
workmanship and quality. Nelson’s Bibles are famed and strongly sets forth a very high conception 


of the kingdom and graphically suggests means 
whereby we may bring about the pervasiveness 
of it throughout the world. Price, $1.25 net. 





for their beauty and their strong durable bindings. 
All .our Bibles are bound in our own bindery under 
‘our. direct supervision, and no expense has_ been 


nee ani Se lene sogionem ip took By AN ISLE OF EDEN 
making st e3 cmen, ? : * 
Bible we make is absolutely dependable. Our thin Janie Pr ichard ae See 


: ~ 9240 ° : -— LMustrated by Photograph 
India Paper Editions are the latest word in Bible printing. Duggan sa innate ahenrni t 


Mrs. Duggan evidently loves Porto Rico, and 

& the different features of the island, in its sky pic- 
American tures, its water coioring, its luxuriant flora, are 
. beautifully described, and help with the pictures 


e of the natives to give a complete and helpful 
aii ar | e local color to the whole. Price, $1.25 net. 


Edited by the American Revision Committee, 1901 By THE PENN ANT 


“Ts the Standard Version of the Scriptures for the 


E T T li It is exceedingly hard to write a thoroughly good 
English speaking world’! because it is ‘the best ver- - 1. LOMUNSON school story, whether of a preparatory institution or 
sion in any language.” a college. The life there is so characteristic, the 
nity atmosphere is so electric, and the movement so 

Made in every style to meet every need varied and rapid, that it is much easier imagined 
Send for Complete Catalogue Showing Over 400 Styles of Bibles and Testaments than described. Mr. Tomlinson, however, in 


‘«‘THE PENNANT” has written what the pub- 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS lishers believe to be a thoroughly good prepara- 


ry-school story. Price, $1.25 net. 
Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years wery-senee : » $1.25 


381 A Fourth Ave. (Cor. 27th St.), New York 
Agents wanted for Cross Reference Bible 1701 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 



































Sunday-School, Home Department and 
Adult Bible Class Calendars for 1913 OVER 1,000,000 SOLD 


Price, 10 cents each, $1.00 a dozen, or $8.00 a 100, prepaid. 


The Westminster Vest-Pocket Eanson saz ||| BOOKS by WILLIAM ALLEN KNIGHT 


Pronouncing New and Red Letter Testaments 
Easy to read and will fit the pocket. 


ae 











Just Published ON THE WAY TO BETHLEHEM Just Published 


No. P. Containing Pocket ‘Testament pe ague Pledge and Daily Readings. 











No. A. Without oleh r Pledge or Daily Re: iding “ti A beautifully i)lustrated book of the sympathetic earee y through Palestine of a man of unusual 

Price, 50 cents each, or $5. 00a dozen, postpaid. descriptive power. ‘lhe titles of the chapters: 1. A Christmas Pilgrimage. I]. ‘Ihe Outer Court ot 

No. R. Red Letter Idition. Price, 0 cents each, or $6.50 a dozen, the Holy Land. III]. How We Came to Galilee. 1V. ‘he Lakeside Home of Jesus. V. ‘I'he Hillside 

postpaid. Home of Jesus. VI. From Galilee to the Holy City. VII The Jerusalem Home of Jesus. VIII. 

. These lestaments will make an ideal gift for teachers to present to Outside a City Wall—Gethsemane. IX. Outside a City Wall—Calv ary. X. Outside a City Wall— 
Size ge each Calendar, s 


their pup tls. ‘The Garden ‘lomb. XI. ‘* Let Us Now Go Even unto Bethlehem.’” X11. A Memory on Christmas Eve. 
__ Illustrated with sixteen beautiful half-tones in colors. A most beautiful and appropriate Christmas 
gift. Jn box, $1.00 net ; postage 10 cents. 


5x8! M4 inches 





The Westminster Series of Christmas 
Greeting Booklets and 
Envelopes 

Ten eight-page booklets with ten envelopes to match 
in each series, 
Series No. ‘1. Ten booklets. Price, 25 cents, postpaid. 
Series No. 2. Ten booklets. Price, 25 cents, postpaid. 

The verses and quotations used are both religious 
and secular. 


The Signs in 
the Christmas Fire 


‘Teachers have used it widely in 
telling children the story of the wise 
men and the star, because of the 
simple naturalness of the ‘interpreta- 
tion it gives. 


Gilt top and photogravure frontis- 
piece. /’rice, 50 cents net. Unique 
Envelope Series, price, 25 cents net. 


The Song of 
Our Syrian Guest 


‘The demand for this book ‘is greater 
than ever. It may be doubted if any 
sermon or Commentary on the ‘I'wen- 
ty-third Psalm makes it so vital and 
comforting as these pages do. 


THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 


A New Printing * the Copeland 
Edition. ‘The well-known edition 
bound in pearl gray cloth with white 
enamel design, unique initial letter in 








No Room in the Inn 











H i ion The Sprin: field Republican says oth f-pearl, conte illustra- 
A aye! pm es Christmas Candy Boxes of this pein Se rol id i Mr. Knight's tious by tow bo Conese Dae oiiey 
of Celluloi No. 2. Merry Christmas Brick Box. happiest vein. 4 Jilumined jacket in gold and color. 
Bookmarks Hz alf-pound size only. Price. 75 cents a Price, 50 cents net. Unique En- is is the edition so widely used as 
100; postage 52 conts a. 100 extra; or velope Series, price, 25 cents net. + a gift book. - rice, socents net. 
Price, 6 cents each, expressage 35 cents a extra. LATEST AND BES MAS P 
or 60 cents a dozen No. 7. Basket Folder Box. Half-pound The Love Watch Peter in the Firelight 
(assorted), postpaid pom Fy 1% ae cae a ae +4 Its interpretation of the mind of . This story interprets the striking 


Lazarus after his return to the Beth- 


fact that the fisherman’s friend, who 
any home, a theme unique in litera- 


cents a 100 extra. is none other than John, has given 


\ set of eight, comprising 
the following selections : 



































eis ‘ Holy. Poinsettia and Gold case. Recommended in a well-known the world its only glimpse of another 
a —_— older Box. alf-pound size only rice, lassachusetts college as an example outdoor fire where once more the 
No. i _ i je $1.25 a 100; postage. 52 cents a 100 ex- of the best English written by a living fisherman is seen standing in the fire- 
Miller. ( Holly design.) tra; or expressage 35 cents a 100 extra. American writer. light. ‘The scenes by that. fire is one 
No. = ‘Twenty-third. Send Ten Cents for a Complete Sample Price, 50 cents net. Unique En- of = most beautiful ever pictured, 
N I 7 ; ed lily.) Set, and examine these boxes before placing velope Series, price, 25 cents net. Price, 60 cents net. 
NO. 3. ord s Prayer. your order. “ 
(Purple clematis.) s 
No. 4. Ten Command- At the Crossing The Shepherd 
wo ments tis.) ae = Our 1912 Eighty-Page Sun- with Denis McShane of Jebel Nur 
iNOW 5. 0 e 21D , 

(Pond lity.) eS day-School and Church Sup- Rich with the Christmas spirit It is deeply spiritual, and is an aid 
No.6. The Beatitudes. sas eas ply Catalogue and the New — h breaks down social barriers to. meditation and appreciation of the 
(Pansy.) © Mespinen saliinies Holid Book List and is *‘ no respecter of persons.”” Its protection of'the Divine Shepherd. 
No. 7.. Footpath to Peace Raccoons oe bet ok ae jolday 1s central figure is a witty.warm-hearted Tjtle st&mpedin ‘5 gold, and photo- 

by Dr. Henry van ee We will be glad to mail either or Irishman. With five full-page illus- geet re, Arontispiece by’ the famous 
Dvke. (Violets.) PPA cme rll pind Pe egies y : trations by Mrs. Florence Scovel st. WAM. Favior. Pri pa ? 
bi A hea hen antl the a aaa both of these indispensable catalogues Shinn. JUST PUBLISHED, : wa ae Eviuelope Serie gt ims 
Lilies. (Lilies of the be moll on request. Price, 60 cents net ; postage 5 cents. . ‘ ee f met. = 
Valley.) No. 2 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 19 W. jochesn Street THE PILGRIM PRESS 14 Beacon Street 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building CHICAGO > BOSTON 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 509 S . Wabash Ave. St. Louis, 505 N. Seventh St. 





San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. Nashville, 415 Church St. Pittsburgh, 204 Fulton Bldg. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. SEND FOR CATALOGUE OF HOLIDAY BOOKS 











































































ammond’s Sunday Schoo! Methods 


Plans and methods for making Sunday Schools more pros- 
perous, more interesting, and greater instruments for good 


FREE BOOK “The Business End of the Sunday School” i 223 


‘very teacher and officer should have this book. Mr. Hammond’s experience of nineteen years as a Sunday 











































































































School worker and organizer is packed between its covers, as well as.the best ideas gathered by conven- 
tions and institutes everywhere. It will aid you in giving your school good organization, point ways of 
increasing attendance, securing better financial support—in short, this Free Book will bring you the newest 
progressive ideas in making your Sunday School more fertile of good results. This book is free—your » 
name and address on a postal will bring it without delay. Write for it to-day. T. M. Hammond 
” 
The Parent of Card Systems in Sunday School The Hammond Card System 
Will work well in your school. 
It was twenty years ago that Mr. Hammond invented and first put to use the Dated Card System for keeping attendance records bo eee — size ae. is 
in Sunday Schools, and trom that day to this the use of the System has steadily increased, which is certainly a testimonial as to its Ne an std an dhe teed ome ~~ : 
excellence. Other card systems have sprung up, flourished and faded No owe ae - oA eat 2 ee 
away, but the old original still stands, better than ever. The simple fact > eather wnet Copatt a iled ‘ 
Jaw. 1018 ree. 3019 MAR YoRs APRIL 1013'@) is that it does the work No matter what else may have failed. 
o }is}ioloo] s To [roles [2 |e fel s2 Jao] o [is [20] 27h = ee . : 3 Note.—While most schools keep their records in ac- 
ae A EE PS FL Gea Cet Ht Many Sunday Schools make the grievous mistake of trying to keep too —_ cord with the Calendar Year, those which begin their 
» [a 19133 Tina No me much in the way of records, inflicting on a voluntary secretary a vast amount Gscal gear at any igiher time peed not be deterred 
i we ‘ < / — | x : : ae i ‘ p j om the us the Hammon ar stem, as we ca ¢ 
afay | : S mo > of — and worry, to maintain a record that is of no use at all after it pte 8 gh yada ok Conde te ths jhwwies | esate : 
g com mde is kept. well as for the year: 
oak HE [ao] & A card is filled out for each scholar and teacher in the school, noting Card showing Sundays from April to April. 
40 ¥ , . P Card showing Sundays from Ma y to May. 
2 et Yoh Ne beta acon : the name, address and class number. ; , ; Card showing Sundays from June to June. ’ 
“Tiel 1 Vi ‘ marmot ‘The cards for each class are together in a double-pocket envelope o Card showing Sundays from October to October. 
3 4 214 (Gea Lists? oA 1 5 indestructible material, suitably inscribed. Card showing Sundays from Advent to Advent. 
om iat Wy aones ¢ . , eirees Gs C3 Before the opening of the school the Secretary distributes these en- Price, postpaid, of requisites : . 
| a | | eR RB | j A a velopes to the classes. leachers’ Attendance Cards (green), per 100, $0.75 
os nm 6 ae for }iel : vi faafiipiofs 27 | a0] 19 a : 7 Scholars Attendance Cards (red), per 100... -75 
eke sabia sete sore reer 2 pme cae During the lesson he visits each class; the teacher, or one of the Enrollment Cards, per too. . . . . “ee 
- _ scholars, hands him the cards of those scholars who are absent, and he we tally" me , a Se a “- 7 £ ~ 
punches them in the proper marginal square. If no scholar be absent, Ticuhie Pocket Claas Envelopes, each... .  .0s : 
as is often the case, absolutely no mark or action is necessary on the part of Souetery emecerd ... cs 6. vs 5 Re 6 63 50 
any one. Collection Envelopes perdozen. ...... -50 F 
In case it is desired to keep a record of church attendance, Bibles 
brought, etc., the inner square on the catd affords an opportunity for the 
teacher to make the desired mark, but the card without anv marking keeps 4™ 
the. reeord-of attendance: ~~ ‘The envelopes ceutainiag the cards are left in . 
the seats to be collected after’service, the cards, of course, being the record of as J 
attendance, (‘The cards are thin and several may be punched together, so . FEE L fm 7 on a . 
that one punching to each class is usually all that is necessary, and the record  cearkeceteeet ce - | “at | i r 
in a school of five hundred can be made in less than ten minutes. ) fae aa eeeeeg ee SS ay J £4 FF: 
In some schools there is an objection to the Secretary visiting the classes 
during the lesson. In this case the cards are left in the seat to be punched after 
service, the cards of the absentees leing left in the outside pocket of the envelope, 
the cards of those present remaining in the inside pocket. 
AE BESTE SUED OEM ‘The Secretary then makes a count of the attendance isu 
TweEHAMMOKD and inscribes it, together with a memorandum of the : EY IN 
4: RRCORR NOOK collection, obtained ‘from the Treasurer, in his record ° 
" book, and his work is done. Each card is the record or Class ee 
a scholar, and the book is the record of a school, and nvelo es rR 
nothing is mixed or in any way complicated, and no- Envelopes P AT TENDANCE 
body has worked enough to complain of. class. ‘The responsibility rests upon the Secretary, TO-DAY 
When a scholar leaves the school for any cause, his where it belongs. 
card is simply removed, properly inscribed as to the date - . oe ee . 2 
and cause of his severance from the school, and filed for Visors. Caras ane wimiar in appearance to 
: “A r ; Attendance Cards, arranged for recording the 
possible reference. The entrance of new scholars is nusieer-6f sishtore in the cleats 
easily noted by filling in a new card, to be put with those ‘ 
=—_ of the class to which he may be assigned. ‘Transfers The Vacation Card consists of a certificate to : 
from one class to another are easily made by changing be signed by the Superintendent or Secretary of 
the class number in the corner. ‘leachers let it alone. One great advantage the school visited by the scholar, which certificate 
of the Hammond Card System is that the teacher has nothing to do with can be accepted by the home school upon the 
it except to let it alone, and to give her whole attention to teaching her scholar’s return and count for attendance. 
Star Class Marker Saniny Sthaol Tevister 
A brilliant little novelty, sure to attract a great deal of attention. Entirely New 
‘These markers are made from sheet steel, size 7x10 inches, with a hole at the For a long time we have been contemplating the 
top for hanging by string or push-pin. sale of a Sunday School Register of a and 
_ The coloring is brilliant red, with the lettering, border and star embossed in eel ck tae Si anny Cuda coon 
white, making a very striking combination. The markers are practically inde- cost to our customers of the heavy express charges 


structible, non-soiling, and can be seen at a great distance. Every class will strive which the vegheter boards, herstofore bandied by us 
F i istincti i “ wi ; 4 =m ar ave required. Accordingly after much investigating 
to — _ distinction of being ‘marked with one of these. ‘I'ry them and wa have secured © reget stich enowars pil tht nur 
note the effect in attendance and lesson. poses of the old i boards = = at vy —_ time 
i ; an ornament to the Sunday School and can be sent 
= Price, 25 cents each, postpaid, or $2.50 per dozen. i> mall ax express, as desired, prepaid. "This Register 
The Marker is for sale by all dealers in Sunday School supplies, is made of sheet steel, size fourteen inches wide, to 
, which are attached metal hangers. We furnish with 
each Register one top piece and five hangers and the 
following slides and numbers: Enrollment, Attend- 
ance To-day, Attendance A Year Ago, Offering To- 
Write to-day for the 19th edition of Mr. Hammond’s day, Offering A Year Ago, Record Offering, Offering 
. Last Sunday, Missionary Day Next Sunday, Hymns, 
Free Book, “The Business End of the Sunday —— ——— recog Attendance Last Sun- 
e P e day ; also 6 each of figures 1 to o. 
School.”” You will find it full of practical sug- The top hanger is lithographed in red and white on 
P P . 
* fr ® > sich . : a brilliant black background, and it has a heavy cord 
gestions ‘om nineteen years’ rich experience in for hanging. The a are made of ae — — 
. terial as the top piece, and are so arranged that they 
the study of Sunday School work. Write to-day. can be readily attached to the top piece. The slides 
and figures are easily inserted in place and can be 
read from a long distance. 
Only five hangers are furnished with each Register. 
} 4) » 


. . but we can supply extra hangers for 35 cents each, 
H p b ] h C postpaid. 
a m m ©] n u 1 S$ 1 n oO wo Each Register is neatly packed in cardboard mail- } 
ing box, and will be sent postpaid for $3.00. 
e 


The Register is for sale b li dealers in S 
MILWAUKEE, - - - viscosnsii i KUU.—_-  - 





























